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THE PAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE 
SAINTS. 


[Concluded from page 304.] 


The faith delivered to the saints 
was attended, {rom the beginning to 
the end, with an unwavering con- 
fidence of itstruth. False christs and 
false prophets arose; but they could 
not “deceive the elect.” Winds of 
false doctrine blew, but they scattered 
only the chaff; some also made ship- 
wreck ef the faith, but it was not the 
saints.. ‘There were heresies early; 
and it was needful there should be, 
that they which were approved might 
be manifest. And they were mani-!) 
fest; for the last Apostles that remain- 
ed’testified, “They went out from us, 
but they were not of us; for if they 
had been of us. they would no doubt 
have continued with us.”? But to those, 
who adhered to the f faith, he said, “Ye 
have an unction from the Holy One, 
and know all.things:” i. e. You 
know the truth of all those doctrines 
which some have rejected. Now it is 
admitted, that some patrons of the e- 
vangelical system abandon it. But it 
will not be denied, that, as a general 
fact, they hold the same system of truth 
to the end; modified, explained, and 
proved, with some variation; but the 
same system undeniably. But can it 
be said of the patrons of the liberal 
system as a body, that their system, 
first and last, is the same? Can it be 
said of an individual scarcely, that he 
continues to embrace the same system 
through life? Dr. Priestly has told us, 
that he was first a Calvinist; and that 
he successively embraced, and aban- 
doned, in his w ay downward to low 
Socinianism, all the intervening sys- 
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‘tems; and did not know how long he 


should maintain his existing faith, or 
what would come next. ‘The same 
course has been travelled over by lib- 
eral critics and learned expositors in 
Germany: and in this country, it is 
begun, it is believed, by most, and 
completed by many, who adopt the 
libetal system. Is it not notorious that 
evangelical men are reproached, as 
being singularly. confident that they 
only are right; and that Unitarians 
profess to have _arrived at certainty 
chiefly in respect to the falsehood of 
the evangelical system; while, in re- 
lation to “their own, there are many 
‘points on which they have not had 
time to make up their minds, and con- 
cerning which, with other wise and 
great and good men, they continue 
to doubt?) Indeed, it might appear 
unseemly for men, ‘who had discover- 
ed that four out of five of their systems 
of belief, deliberately adopte d, were 
wrong, to entertain a very high opin- 
ion of the powers of their own reason 
at least, or to be confident of the truth 
of their fifth or sixth opinion, in re- 
spect to the great points of revealed 
doctrine. But where among these 
changing men, “ever learning” their 
past errors, “and never coming to the 
knowledge of the truth:” where is that 
unction from the Holy One which the 
saints possessed, and its attendant 
knowledge of all things? 

The churches of our Lord are to main- 
tain the faith delivered to the saints 
by inculcating it early, and earnestly, 
upon children. 

Catechetical instruction a- 
dopted, universally, by the primitive 
Christians; was practis sed | by the Wal- 
denses as their saferuard against the 
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seductions of the Papists; was resort- |] to be contended for, by a faithful ex. 
ed to by the churches of the Reforma- || hibition of its sanctions. 
tion, and continued by the churches of || ‘These are contained, in the pun- 
New England; and has uniformly been | ishment threatened to the rejection of 
followed by the revival or decline of |! truth, as a crime; and the calamities in- 
religion, as it has been persisted in | separable trom the rejection of it, if it 
or neglected. It is pre-eminently | were nota crime. The doctrines of 
important that there be in the church, || revelation are not articles of specula- 
symbols of evangelical doctrine, asso- | tion merely, but principles of moral 
ciated with the earliest recollections of || government. ‘They disclose the law, 
her children. the Gospel, and the providence of 
The objection, that children cannot || God. ‘They are declared, also, to be 
understand the doctrines of the Bible, | | so plain, that they can no more be 
is unfounded. ‘They can understand | misunderstood, innocently, than dark- 
them, in their order, as early as they || ness can be mistaken, innocently, for 
can understand any thing. The be- || light, bitter for sweet, thorns for 
ing and character of God, the doc- || grapes, thistles for figs, tares tor wheat, 
trines of accountability, depravity, | or ashes for bread. But if there were 
and the necessity of a moral change, || no criminality attached to the rejec- 
are comprehended by children early, || tion of the truth; the calamities of re- 
and with great ease. But even if | | Jecting it would be the same, as if its 
they do not, at the time, understand || rejection were criminal. If we could 
the words they commit to memory, || separate criminality from sin, it would 
will they never understand them, or Ee be a principle of misery. Enmi- 
derive benefit from them? Would || ty against God, malevolence, envy, 
any parent be willing to risk the com- || revenge, intemperance, and lust, are 
mitment by his children of obscene _ of misery, if they were not 
songs, because, at the time, their im- |! crimes; and thus it is with fundament- 
port was not understood? Would al error in doctrine. The character, 
| 








not the words be a leaven of impurity law, Gospel, and providence of God, 
in the memory, to contaminate the || are realities, as unmodified by human 
mind as it opened to the comprehen- || opinion, as the laws of the natural 
sion of their meaning? So the doc- || world; and the calamity of adopting 
trines of the Bible, though deposited 
as a dead letter, may become a foun- 
tain of life to the soul, when it shall 
open the eye of his understanding up- 
on them. 
The plan of leaving children unin- 
structed in religion, that they may 
come with an unbiassed mind to the 
subject, is impracticable. An evil | 
heart is, itself, a powerful bias against | 


false opinions on these subjects, and 
of opposition of heart to the true char- 
acter and government of God, is the 
same, in its consequences as a calam- 
ity, whether it be criminal or not. 
“To be carnally minded,” in either 
case, “is death.” He that goes into 
| eternity in a state of opposition to the 
character and government of God, is 
undone, whether guilty or not guilty. 
It is an admitted fact, that repentance 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
are, somehow, indispensable to render 
it consistent for God_te pardon sin. 
But this repentance, and this faith, are 
definite realities; and, if a mistake 
were not criminal, that which is not 


the truth. And, if the servants neg- 
lect to sow good seed, the enemy will 
certainly sow tares. The sure conse- 
quence of leaving children to grow up jj 
without religious instruction, will be | 
irreligion, and prejudice against the 
truth. Whenever, therefore, our doc- 
trinal vatechisms are laid aside, a 
breach, wide as the sea, is opened for 
the enemy to come in. 

The faith delivered to the saints is 


repentance, and that which is not 
faith, cannot have the effect of faith, 
in rendering it consistent for God to 


repentance, cannot have the effect of 
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pardon sin; however innocently the | ; | 
evangelical system is the faith deliv- 
ered to the saints, the very gospel of 


mistake may come to pass. 

Besides, men, as sinners, must be 
sanctified, as well as pardoned, to fit 
them for heaven. But their sanctifi- 
cation must be accomplished, not by 
physical power exclusively, but by the 
instrumentality of the truth. It no 
more belongs to omnipotence to give 
to error, the effect of truth, on the 
minds of free agents, than to cause a 
thing to be, and not to be, at the same 
tine. A law without rewards or pun- 
ishments, cannot be made as influential 
on moral beings, as a law with sanc- 
tions, at all more than vacuity in the 
scales, can be made as weighty as 
lead. Thou shalt kill cannot be made 
to have the same effects as the prohi- 
bition, “thou shalt not kill.” And 
“the soul that sinneth it shall” not 
“die,” cannot be made to affect the 
mind of a sinner, like the denuncia- 
tion, “the soul that sinneth it shall 
die.” In like manner, the declara- 
tions, “The carnal mind is” not “en- 
mity against God;” “if a,man be” 
not “born again, he shall see the king- 
dom of God;” “he that doth” not 
“repent and believe, shall be saved;” 
“and he that is” without “holiness, 
shall see the Lord;” “and he that 
doth” not “deny himself, shall be a 
disciple of Christ;” cannot be made 
to have the same effect in exciting fear, 
or producing conviction of sin, or re- 
pentance, or faith, as the contrary 
declarations. It is idle to talk of the 
power of God, or of the goodness of 
God, or of the mercy of God, or of 
his paternal character; we may as 
well rely on these attributes to prevent 
the effects of fire, or water, or poison, 
on the natural body. We may as 
well play with the adder, or meet the 
hungry lion, or leap the precipice, or 
stand before the cannon’s mouth, con- 
fiding in God’s goodness and our sin- 
cerity to prevent harm, as to disregard | 
or oppose all the great laws of his | 
moral government, and our moral na- | 
ture, and expect that his power and | 
goodness will avert the consequences, 
and save us, without the truth, or by 
the instrumentality of error. 


— 


Believing then, as. we do, that the 


our Lord Jesus Christ; and that the 
rejection of it is fatal, on the ground 
of crime, and fatal in the nature of 
things, as moral beings are constitut- 
ed; we are bound to preach this gos- 
pel, as, ‘n our opinion, indispensable 
to salvation. We are bound to do 
this, because to do otherwise, would 
be to preach the gospel without sanc- 
tions; which would render it of none 
efiect. We are bound to do it also, 
because, as men are constituted, opin- 
zon has influence, and we owe its effi- 
cacy to Christ, and to the souls of 
men. The Gospel, if it had been 
preached without sanctions by Christ 
and his Apostles, would have excited 
little opposition, and have done little 
good. The Scribes and Pharisees 
would not have been offended at 
Christ, but would have admired his 
catholic spirit, if to his doctrine he 
had subjoined; ‘These are my opin- 
ions;—but those who differ from me, 
are doubtless honest and sincere, and 
will be mercifully accepted by our 
heavenly Father. —Idolaters also, 
would have added Christ, as a god, 
to their thirty thousand gods, if he, in 
return, would have given to each, and 
to his worshippers, the right hand of 
fellowship. So it is, precisely, in res- 
pect to the doctrines of the evangelical 
system. “Charity” would “suffer 
long,” and be as “kind” to us, as to 
Mahommedans, or Infidels, or the 
diversities of liberal men; if the con- 
cession could only be made by us, 
that those who reject these doctrines 
may be innocently and safely wrong. 
It is holding them as essential to sal- 
vation, and all opposite systems as fa- 
tal, that overcomes the patience of 
charity itself, and brings upon us the 
retribution of invective and obloquy. 
All this however, only discloses the 
efficacy, upon the consciences of men, 
of preaching the truth with its sane- 
tions: and increases our obligations, 
and our motives, to do it faithfully. 
Neither can I perceive in what 
respect it is uncharitable. For what 
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is charity? 


The Faith once delivered to the 


Saints. 


Not a decision of the un- |! lic feeling would soon be chilled, and 


derstanding; but an affection of the fall to this low level of practical esti- 


heart. It is lgve—good wtll—benev- 
olence. But while it leads us to hope, | | 
as long as there is room to hope, that | 
a fellow creature is not guilty, and in 
danger, it does not lead us to resist || 
competent evidence of the fact, or to 
conceal from him our opinion of his 
character, or our sense of his danger. 
The more we love him, the more 
plain will be our note of admonition, | 
the more earnest our intreaty, and the 
more vigorous our exertion, to save 
his soul from death. Charity “hb | 








not consist in creeds of strict, or lib- 

eral import; but in the temper of | 

heart, with which they are adopted | 
and propagated. It is very possible, 

that a liberal creed may be associated 
with a haughty and vindictive tem- 
per; and what is called a severe creed, 

with the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ. 

The faith delivered to the saints is 
to be defended by earnest written dis- 
cussion. 

The opinion that controversy is of 
no use, because disputants never con- 
vince each other, is derived froma 
very limited view of the subject. It 
is nearer the truth to say, that no 
great advance has been made in sci- 
ence, religion, or politics, without con- 
troversy. And certain it is, that no 
«era of powerful theological discussion 
has ever passed away, without an 
abiding effect in favor of truth. The 
discussions of Augustine, of Luther, 
and of Calvin, are felt to this day; and 
the controversial writings of Edwards 
have been to error, what the mounds 
and dykes’ of Holland have been to the 
sea. 

One danger only is to be guarded 
against; it is that of diminishing, in the 
public mind, the high sense which has 
existed of the criminality and danger of | 
error. If our personal attachme nts, 
and literary friendships and courtesy | 
of manner, should bring down the high |) 
and holy subject of contending for the | 
f aith, 

classical and polemi 


| 
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cal skill; the pub- || 


| ducted 
but in a language and in a manner 
which carries home to the hearts of 
men, the full impression of our deep 
| conviction, both of the criminality, 

| and the danger of rejecting the truth, 





























to a cool and amicable trial | 


‘mation. Ev ery discussion of the doc- 
trines of Christianity should be con- 
with benevolence evidently, 


In the application of this subject, we 


invite the attention, to what has bein 


advanced in this discourse, of those 
whose minds have been unsettled and 
perplexed, in respect to the claims of 


the liberal and evangelical systems to 


be regarded as the faith delivered to 
the saints: or, who have been accus- 


|tomed to regard the latter system as 


unintelligible, contradictory, absurd, 
and of no salutary practical influence, 
We are sensible, that, in our land, 
there are many who have no opportu- 
nity of hearing the evangelical system 
of doctrines stated ina manner which 
its advocates would approve: and that 
no small prejudice has arisen against 
it, through misapprehension. — But, 
with his Bible in his possession, we 
are constrained to believe, that every 
man may know what the Scriptures 
say on these subjects; and that, if the 
evangelical system be divine, it can- 
not be rejected with impunity. If, to 
any, this opinion shall seem severe, 


'and, as some have said, as if we were 


glad that many will be lost; we can 
say, with an Apostle, and call God to 
witness, that “we have great heaviness 


-and continual sorrow in our hearts, 
| for our brethren, our kinsmen accord- 


ing to the flesh;”? whom, as we under- 


stand the Bible, we cannot but regard 
as fatally deceived. 

If the effects of their mistake were, 
in our view, confined to this transient 
scene; or, if we could believe that the 
truth of God, as a whole, could 
be misunderstood and rejecte nd, con- 
sistently with that moral renove- 
tion of the heart, which is indispens- 
able to communion with Ged, and ad- 
mission to heaven; we might hold our 
peace: for of w hat possible conse 
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quence can it be to us,whether our fel- 
jow men agree with, or differ from us, 
on points,which, ina few days, may be 
of no consequence. ‘Time is too short, 
and eternity is too long, to justify great 
solicitude about things which affect 
us only here. Bat if, as we believe, 
all the qualifications for heaven have 
ceased from the heart of man, and all 
the means of their restoration, lie in 


efficacy given to it by the special in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit; and if God | 
will not sanctify by the instrumental- 


ity of error, where his truth is reject- 


of ample evidence; how can we, in 
such circumstances, behold our fellow 
men, our friends and neighbors mov- 
ing onward to the confirmed state of 
a miserable eternity, and not be deep- 
ly affected? 


ed in the presence, or within the reach 


ren, “by the meekness and gentleness 
of Christ,” that you be not offended 
with our plainness in this, discourse, 
nor with our importunity in its appli- 
cation. 
ly invite your attention, to the argu- 
ment which has been submitted to 
your consideration; and intreat that, 
in the light of it, and of God’s holy 
word, you will give to your own opin- 
ions one revision more; one careful, 
prayerful, immediate revision: for if 
you are wrong, it will soon be too late 
to retrieve the mistake. Allow us to 
ask you then, affectionately —solemn- 
ly, whether such collateral evidence 
as we have been able to lay into the 
scale of evangelical exposition, can be 
the result of accident; or can be found, 
to be laid in the opposite scale? Are 
the doctrines of the liberal system, 
contained in the text, according to its 
most direct and obvious meaning? 
Do they receive the sanction of appro- 
bation from the most devout persons, 
and the sentence of condemnation 
from the irreligious and _ vicious? 
Does the liberal system produce the 
same objections which the faith deliv- 
ered to the saints produced? Is it 
gladly received by the common peo- 
ple, and rejected by the same sort of 
men, inthe higher orders of society, 
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as rejected the Gospel? Do the doc- 
trines of the liberal system occasion a 
virulent hostility against them, in such 


| circumstances as show that it does not 


result from the ardent love of truth, 
or hatred of error? Do they occasion 


‘the same fears and anxieties about a 


| 


future state, the same deep conviction 


of sin, and the same joyful, and often 


| sudden, conversion to God, as are 
the system of revealed truth, and the | 
' 


manifested under evangelical preach- 
ing, and in revivals of religion? Do 
the doctrines of the liberal system, pro- 
duce revivals of religion at all; and 
not rather, awaken prejudices, and ar- 
ray influence, against them. Do they 
produce the same style of piety; as 
deep, solemn, and ardent, as the faith 


‘produced which was delivered to the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


; 


} 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


three or four first centuries brought 


saints? Do they inspire the same so- 
| licitude and effort for the awakening 
We beseech you, breth- 


and conversion of sinners, under the 


| light of the gospel; or the same com- 


passion for the heathen, and enterprise 
for their salvation? Does the liberal 


system inspire the same assurance of 


| 
We respectfully, but earnest- 


its being true, attended by the same 
unwavering constancy in its profession, 
which the faith delivered to the saints 
inspired? And does it produce the 
same assurance of hope, and the same 
sustaining joy “full of glory,” in the 
hour of death? 

We make the appeal to your con- 
sciences and your hearts, whether you 
do not perceive and know, that the 
liberal system is naked, in respect to 
these great effects. which the faith de- 
livered to the saints did produce: and 
whether, all of them do not, with un- 
deniable notoriety, cluster about the 
path of the evangelical system. If 
this be so, can that system be false 
which produces the effects, so many, 
and so great, which were produced by 
the faith delivered to the saints: and 
can that be the true faith, which is so 
utterly destitute of them? The Gospel, 
is the most powerful moral cause, 
which has ever operated in this world. 
Its effects, of course, cannot be hid, 
and cannot be the same with a sys- 
tem in direct opposition to it. The 
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out, unequivocally, the effects of the 
faith delivered to the saints which we 
have noted: these, all of them, are 
found associated still, with the evan- 
gelical system; and none of them, with 
the liberal system. Is, then, the lib- 
eral system, the faith once delivered 
to the saints? Why does it not pro- 
duce the same effects which that pro- 
duced? Has the Gospel changed its 
nature, or lost its power; or has the 
human nature changed; or, is the lib- 


eral system another Gospel? _ 


well this subject; for the judge is at 
the door; and the day will burst upon 
us soon, that will try every man’s faith, 
and heart, and work. 

Allow us then, once more, to refer 
it to your consciences, whether, ad- 
mitting the evidence from exposition 
to be on each side the same, this de- 
cisive weight of collateral evidence 
ought not to withdraw your confidence 
from the liberal system. and to decide 
your judgment in favor of the evan- 


gelical system, as the very “word of | 
| 


‘ 


God, and faith of Jesus.” Every 
great system of truth and of falsehood, 
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On Revivals of Religion. 


| the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where ig 
the good way? and walk therein, and 


ye shall find rest to your souls,” 
ODO 
ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extracts from the Rev. Mr. Walton’s 
account of the revival of religion 
in the third Presbyterian church in 
Baltimore, Mlarch, 1824. 

Concluded from page 293. 

The directions which are often given 
to awakened sinners, have a very dif- 
ferent tendency. In the first place, 
they tend to lessen the conviction of 
| guilt, while a great deal is said about 

danger. Here is a person in distress; 

we dislike to increase it, by telling him, 

his heart is rebellious against God, and 
| unwilling to comply with the terms of 
the Gospel; and that that is the cause 
of his distress. He tries to believe that 
he is mourning for sin, and repenting, 
| when, if the terms of reconciliation 
were clearly stated to him, his heart 
would revolt at them. Well; we do 
not call in question the sincerity of his 





is attended by a mass of presumptive || mourning; we say nothing to him about 


collateral evidence, for or against it. 


his unwillingness, and thereby leave 


And, while the evangelical system com- || him under the impression that he is 


mends itself to your confidence by all | 
that variety of collateral evidence | 
which has been exhibited, and the op- | 
posite system is wholly unattended by 

it; dare you, will you, reject the evan- 
gelical, and risk your salvation on the 
liberal system? Does the thought, as | 
you read, offer to rise, ‘Possibly, after 
all, my own system may be a decep- 
tion, and that which I have disputed be 
true?’ Let it rise: for it may be the 
movement, on your mind, of the long 
resisted Spirit, suggesting to your con- 
science, “this is the way, walk ye in 
it.’ Does fear flash across your mind, 
at times, the thought, as a momentary 
reality, ‘I may be wrong, after. all; 


and these doctrines, which produce re- | 


vivals of religion, and such joy in death, 
may be the faith delivered tothe saints?’ 
Stifle not the unwelcome conviction; | 
for it may be the commencement of | 
eternal life in your soul. 


“Thus saith { 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i} 


| 


willing. He thinks that God’s time 
has not yet come, and we do not rec- 
tify this dangerous mistake. We tell 
him, persevere in using the means of 
grace;—although you have not yet ob- 
tained relief, you will obtain it; imply- 
ing, that God will hear his prayers and 
accept him, without any change on his, 
that is, the sinner’s part; for if we 
mean that, before he can calculate on 
finding relief and acceptance, the 
change must take place in him, why 
do we not tell him so distinctly? and 
then he will know what he has to do, 
and where the blame roust lie, until it 
isaccomplished. Having received the 
above direction, the sinner’s mind is 
soothed, and he thinks he is now in 
a hopeful way. He feels none of the 
cuilt of unwillingness resting upon his 
conscience, for he thinks he is willing, 
that he has done all he can do, and 
now he must wait for God, to do what 
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that God commands him to do this 
very thing, and lays upon him all the 
guilt of not having done it. “Repent,” 
that is, change your mind. “Make | 
you a new heart and a new spirit, for | 
why will ye die.” 

It is easy to see that such defective 
directions tend to lessen the convic- 
tions of an awakened sinner, and ulti- 
mately lead him to entertain many hard | | 
thoughts of God, upon whom he is | 
disposed to lay the blame of his not 
having religion, instead of laying the 
blame on his own soul. This coun- 
teracts the work of the Holy Spirit, 
the object of which is in the first place 
to convince of sin, and to make the 
sinner feel that he is lost. 

The efforts of many seem to be em- 
ployed to prevent the sinner from | 


reinains to be done; not considering | 
| 





coming to this conviction. As soon as 
he is a little distressed, they strive to | 
relieve and soothe his mind, instead of | 
co-operating with the Holy Spirit in 
convincing him that his heart is just as 
wicked, ond his condition just as bad, 
as the Bible describes it to be; and 
then urging him to immediate submis- 
sion, which would be likely soon to | 
convince him that he is in the dilemma | 
above described. 

In the second place, these directions 
tend to prolong the period of convic- 
tion and distress, even in those cases 
where it ultimately issues in saving con- 
version. ‘This is so obvious, from re- | 

marks already made, that I need not | 
here dwell upon it. But the worst of | 
all is, that many after having waited | 
sufficiently long, as they think, for the | | 
work of the Spirit, make a profession | 
of religion before they have experi- | 
enced it; concluding, that as they have | 
been very diligent in the use of means, | 
and, at times, had some tenderness of | 
feeling, perhaps the Spirit has pe rform- | 
ed this mysterious operation gradually 
and imperceptibly; that probably they 
have experienced the change, and 
ought now to take the comfort of it. 
They feel willing to go on in the same 
way they have begun, and are glad to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


involve, comparatively, so little sacri- 
fice of the feelings of a proud rebel- 
lious heart. I am awfully afraid that 
thousands are resting upon this sort of 
religious experience, or upon some- 
thing equally dangerous. The con- 
duct of many furnishes too much evi- 
dence of the fact. If they had been 
thoroughly convinced of sin; if they 
had, under this conviction, realized 
that they were justly condemned and 
lost sinners, and from that awful condi- 
tion been snatched by the hand of mer- 
cy;—all this would have made an im- 
pression upon their hearts which they 
could never forget; they would have 
felt themselves under infinite obliga- 
tions; their daily inquiry would have 
been, “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to dor” and, they would have thought, 
that they could never do enough for 
the glory of Him who had done so 
much for them.- They would have 
been ready for every good work. To 
please and glorify God, and to do good 
to their fellow men, would have been 
their ruling passion. If all professors 
of religion were of this description, the 
cause of Christ would not languish as 
| it does; churches would be built where 
they are wanted; and those that have 
been built would be paid for; ministers 
and missionaries would be supported; 
the funds of Bible, Education, and 
other societies, would be replenished; 
revivals would be common, and _per- 
haps continue without intermission; the 
Millennium would soon commence; 
and the kingdoms of this world would 
soon become the kingdoms of our God 
and of his Christ. 

But when persons are brought into 
the church without having seen and 
felt their true character and condition 
as lost sinners; and without a corres- 
|| ponding sense of infinite obligation for 
redeeming mercy; and without any 
other kind of love to Christ than that 
which arises from the hope that he will 
save them;—why, their object is in a 
great degree accomplished when they 
get into the church. They now have 
much more peace of mind than they 
formerly had; they hope they are 
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Christians, and, of course, that they | to professors of religion? If we were 


are safe. As to the cause of Christ, | 
they feel little or ne concern about it. | 
They have other objects of attention 
and ‘solicitude, vastly more important | 
in their estimation. 
contribute something to support the || 


show of religion; they may decorate 


their churches, and discover much zeal 
| 


for their party, and for the mere exter- 
nals of religion;—all this cherishes their 
false hopes; they think themselves and 
wish others to think them very pious. 
Some contribute a little, orudgingly, to 
support the gospel, because, if they 
were to do absolutely nothing, they 
could neither believe themselves nor 
make others believe them to be chris- | 
tians: A regard to consistency, and 
to their own reputation, is their lead- 
ing motive; and even that has very 
little influence with some. But to do 
good, simply with a view to please 
God, or to benefit their fellow men; to 
make a really disinterested sacrifice 
for the cause of Christ; and to stand 
in readiness to make such sacrifices 
whenever the Povidence of God ~ 
demand them;—they will not do } 


They may indeed |) 


able to draw accurately the line of de- 
markation between those who Jove 
| Christ, and whose hearts are really de- 
' voted to his cause; and those who are 
resting upon a false religious experi- 
ence, or upon no religious experience 
at all, the prospect would astonish and 
overwhelm us. The multitude whom 
Satan is leading to destruction under 
the cloak of a christian profession 
would startle every beholder. “We 
are not ignorant of his devices;—and 
we know he would as soon take sin- 
ners to hell in the character of profes. 
sors of religion, as in any other charac- 
ter. Since, therefore, he cannot put 
down truth entirely, it is his interest 
and his policy to mingle with it as 
much error as he can: and he knows 
that errors on such subjects as those 
discussed in the foregoing pages, are 
peculiarly favorable to his designs, 
Wrong directions to awakened sinners 
are as likely to issue in their eternal 

overthrow, as any means he could em- 
ploy. They lead—it is to be feared— 
in thousands of instances, to the indul- 
| gence of false hopes, and the assump- 


So far from making such efforts ea tion of a mere “form of godliness.” — It 
contributions with the cheerfulness and |) is on this account that I have been so 
zeal of one who loves Christ, and who particular in stating and maintaining, 
takes a lively interest in his cause, they || what appear to me to be the.only sate 


will often get out of temper when so- | 
licited to aid benevolent and pious ob- | 
jects. One 
it would be a great relief to them if || 
something would occur to put a final | 
stop to all the efforts that are making 
to christianize the world, that there 


their purses for assistance in carrying 
on this great work. ‘They could then 


| 
might be no further demands ne 
| 
} 


enjoy their selfish pleasures and pur- | 
suitsas well, and sleep as quietly, while | 


the world around them would be go- 
ing to destruction, as if all were cer- 
tainly on their way toheaven. MEN 


and BRETHREN! 


state of things call for a reformation? | 


Do we 


the Baptist, and Martin Luther, to go 
from “Dan to Beersheba,” and “preach 
repentance for the remission of sins,’ > 


| 
Does not this | 
not need ministers like Die | 


| 
i 


and scriptural directions. 
4. The following passages of Scrip- 


is tempted to think, that |) || ture have appeared to me in a more im- 


portant light than ever before. “My 
ope shall not always strive will 
man.” “Wo unto them when I de- 
part fromthem.” “For this cause God 
shall give them up to strong delusion 
that they may believe alie, &c.” “Let 
no fruit grow on thee henceforward 
forever.” 

It is difficult to reconcile these pas- 
sages with the following lines of @ 
hymn, which is often sung, and which 
like some sermons we heat ‘, and) some 
books we read, contains much truth 
mingled with some error. The error is 
received along with the truth, and se 
counteracts its influence; or it is re 
ceived to the exclusion of the truth; 
and thus mischief has been often don’ 
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py those whose general aim was to do 
good;— 


“And while the lamp holds out to burn, 
“The vilest sinner may return. 


Different constructions may indeed | 
be put upon these words; but the most 
obvious idea, and that which the im- 
penitent will most readily receive from 
them, is in direct opposition to those 
passages of scripture above cited; and | 
while they are dwelling epon the awa- | 
kened sinner’s mind, he will not be 
likely to believe us when we tell bim | 
that, by his obstinate impenitence, he 
truth, but have pleasure.in unrighteous- 
ness.” | 

| 


is in danger of provoking God to de- 
part from him, to take his Holy Spirit 
from him, and to give him up to strong 
delusion, that he might believe a lie, 
and, as the dreadful consequence, “be 
damned, with all who believe not the 

These texts, certainly authorize us | 
in saying that no impenitent sinner, can | 
be assured that his day of grace will 
last as long as his life. I know some, 
and it makes my soul shudder to think 
of them, whose day of grace, there is 
much reason to fear, is forever past. }) 
There are some who have been much 


\ 


awakened during this revival, but who 
have lost every serious impression, and 
now appear to be in a similar state to 
those of whom the Savior speaks in 
these most pathetic words;—“If thou | 
hadst known, at least in this thy day, | 


| 
| 
} 
| 


the things which belong to thy peace! 
But now they are hid from thine eyes!” | 
This doctrine ought to be most solemn- | 
ly impressed upon the minds of awa-| 
| 
} 


kened sinners. 
If these, and other associated truths 
of the gospel, were urged as they ought | 
to be, with clearness and pungency, | 
upon the consciences of sinners both | 
in public and in private: and other | 
means employed similar to those above 
stated, with a single eye to the glory of | 
God and the salvation of souls, the | 
Divine blessing, might, I believe, in all | 
cases be confidently expected. When | 
and where have such efforts been made 
in vain? The history of the church 
cannot furnish an instance. God will | 
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bless his truth; and he will hear the 
prayers, and succeed the faithful labors 
of his people. This truth is confirm- 
ed by all the revivals that have taken 
place since the day of Pentecost tothe 
present time. I lay it down then, as 
a principle, that there are means which 
when perseveringly employed, have 
always been blest to the revival of re- 
hagion. If this be admitted, we must 
also admit, that where religion is in a 
cold and languid state, and few or 
none, are inquiring the way to Zion, 
there is something wrong in the church 
of God; there is an Achan in the 
camp: or there is a partial dereliction 
of duty on the part of the Minister, or 
of the members of the church, or cf 
both. This is certainly more ingenu- 
ous and more scriptural, than to ascribe 
such a wretched state of things to the 
want of a sovereign dispensation of 
Divine grace. There is a connexion 
between the faithful discharge of duty, 
and the blessing of God. When, there- 
fore, we do not enjoy a revival, we 
should freely acknowledge that the 
church is to blame; and take it for 
granted that something more ought to 
be done, than we are doing. The ab- 
sence of a revival, then, ought not to 
be regarded as our affliction, so much 
as our sin; and each one is answerable 
to God for this sin, so far as he neg- 
lects to employ his efforts for this ob- 
ject. The magnitude of this sin swells 
beyond the bounds of calculation, when 
we consider how much good is done 
by a revival; and how much evil ex- 
ists in its absence. We have reason to 
tremble when we take this view of the 
subject; for, verily, the blood of souls 
is in our skirts, and will be required 
at our hands! 
—=000— 
From the { Hartford] Evangelist. 


CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 


In the days of King Saul, the. Phi- 
listines invaded Israel with a very 
powerful army. The invaded king- 
dom was at this time weak. A new 
system of government had just been 
adopted; and the people were poorly 

42 
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furnished with weapons of defence.— || brought their tribes out of Bgypt, es. 
Having themselves no manufactory of || tablished them in Canaan, and hither. 
the implements of war, they were de- || to protected and prospered them. Ag 
pendent upon the Philistines, who, a- the enemies of Jehovah and the church, 
ware of the advantage, withheld from | Jonathan therefore hated them, and 
them the means of resistance. Indeed, || desired their overthrow. Seeing the 
so weak and broken was their condi- || church surrounded by so many invet- 
tion, at the time of the invasion, that || erate foes, he became very anxious for 
Saul could not bring into the field || her safety. Not that he despaired of 
more than about six hundred men; and || divine interposition in behalf of Israel, 
among these there were only two || for he knew that God would protect 
svords, one of which belongedto him- || “the apple of his eye.” He was con- 
self, and the other to Jonathan his son. || fident that the Lord was able, without 
The army that came against Israel, || human aid, to put to flight the armies 
when in this broken and weak state, || of the aliens: but he knew also that 
consisted of “thirty thousand chariots, || in such cases God usually wrought by 
and 6000 horsemen, and people as the || means: that he often used the aid ot his 
sand on the sea shore for multitude.” || friends amene the children of men, 
These,were all veteran troops,well arm- feebleindeed.of chemselves, but mighty 
ed, and led by valiant commanders, } through God to the accomplishment of 
who were giants in size, strength and i great designs. 
prowess. | While Saul and the people who fol- 
The men of Israel, except the six | lowed him, were trembling with fear, 
hundred who followed Saul, had fled, | expecting soon to be overwhelmed by 
anic struck on the approach of 1 a numerous, powerful and exasperated 
the Philistines’ army. Some had, | enemy—Jonathan, with cofidence in 
‘hid themselves in caves and in thick- | God of Israel, remained undismay- 














ets and in rocks, and in high places, | ed amidst all these appalling circum- 
and ia pits’—and some had gone over || stances. He felt an assurance that 
to the protection of the enemy—leav- || God would, in due tine, appear for 
ing their King, with his handful of men || the deliverance of the church from the 
either to defend himself against such a || impious invasion of her enemies, and 
host of warlike adventurers, or fall into || all he desired, was to be the humble 
their hands. In this forlorn condition || instrument in God’s hands of effecting 
was the King of Israel, with only a || such a glorious deliverance. 

few trembling followers, unprepared On a certain day, while this godly 
for battle, surrounded by a formidable : 


youth was viewing from an eminence 
army, who were ready and eager for || the enemies of his country and his God, 
the attack, when the young Prince 


considering their number,their strength 

conceived the noble design of attempt- || and their determined enmity to Jeho- 

ing the deliverance of his people. vah and his people; he could not avoid 

Jonathan the son of King Saul was || reflecting upon the condition of that 

a pious Prince. While his father was || feeble, unarmed and disheartened band 
a wicked man, he was devoted to the 


that remained with his father to oppose 
interests of the church and the service || them: and the evident want of confi- 
of the Lord. He considered Israel as 


dence in God and zeal for his cause, 
the chosen people of God. He knew || which was manifest im the whole na- 
that the church was embodied in that 


tion of Israel. The anticipation of 
nation, and that the honor of God was || the utter extermination of the church, 
pledged for her protection. He more- || which seemed to be threatened by 
over knew that the Philistines were the 


such a state of things, excited, in his 
enemies of Israel, on account of their || pious heart, an anxious desire to be the 


holy character as God’s peculiar peo- || instrument of effecting her deliverance 
ple; and also of Israel’s God, who had }{ Israel, the nation with whom God’s 
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honor dwelt and with whose prosperi- 
ty his own interest, (as heir to the 
crown) was identified, must be deliv- 
ered from the dangers which threaten- 


ed their destruction; and the name of 


the tae God, whom he loved with all 
his beart, must be redeemed from the 
reproach, which seemed ready to be cast 
upon it. Remembering therefore, what 
God had wrought for his people in 
former seasons of danger and distress, 
knowing that the power of God, when 
heretofore exerted in their behalf, was 
wholly irresistible—being aware too, 
that while the excellency of the power 
was wholly of God, human means 
were necessary in order to secure the 
divine co-operation—and feeling a 
consciousness that he, as an individual, 
had a duty to perform, he felt an im- 
pulse suggesting to him, that something 
must be done, and that speedily, for 
the deliverance of his people. Un- 
der this impulse, he addressed his ar- 
mour bearer with the following re- 
markable words. “Come and let us 
go over to the garrison of these un- 
circumcised; it may be that the Lord 
will work for us; for there is no re- 
straint to the Lord to save by many or 
by few.” The event shews, that the 
impulse under which this proposal was 
made was from heayen, and that his 
confidence in God was well founded. 

Jonathan’s armour bearer proved 
tobe a man of like spirit with himself. 
The proposal was accepted, and a to- 
ken agreed upon, as a signal of God’s 
favor, which, if God would be pleased 
to grant, they would proceed with 
their enterprise. “We will pass over 
to these men,” said Jonathan, “and 
we will discover ourselves unto them. 
If they say unto uu—*Tarry until we 
come unto you’, then we will stand 
still in our place,and will not go up un- 
tothem. But if they say thus—‘Come 
up unto us,’ then we will go up; for 
the Lord hath delivered them into our 
hands, and this shall be a sign unto us.”’ 
To this his armour bearer assented and 
thus they referred their enterprize to 
the Lord of hosts for approbation and 
direction. 
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Having done this, no time was to 
be lost. Jonathan and his armour 
bearer immediately discovered them- 
selve to the army of the Philistines.~ 
‘These enemies of israel and of Israel’s 
God, exulting in a presumptive confi- 
dence of their own strength, called out 
to these humble servants of God and 
gave them a challenge, to come up unto 
them. The enterprize which these 
two men referred to the Lord of hosts 
for approbation, had now,by hiin, been 
recognized; and the wished for signal 
granted. ‘The signal was eagerly ac- 
cepted. Though the ascent to the 
Philistines’ camp was steep, difficult, 
and dangerous, yet Jonathan and his 
armour bearer, strong in the Lord, and 
confident of success through his all 
powerful aid, climbed the steep ascent, 
and with godly fear, and trembling joy, 
gained the summit of the precipice.— 
They now found themselves amidst 
the enemies of their country and their 
God. It was indeed a fearful odds,— 
two against an innumerable host: but 
the Lord was withthem, and they had 
nothing to fear. They began their 
work and the enemy fell before them. 
“There is no restraint to the Lord to 
save by many orby few.” This truth 
now became strikingly evident; for 
while God strengthened the hands of 
his faithful servants, for the combat, he 
filled the hearts of their enemies with 
terror; “and there was a trembling in 
the host, in the field, and among the 
people; the garrison and the spoilers 
they also trembled; and the earth also 
quaked, so it was a very great trem- 
bling.” The Lord also, in whose 
hands are the hearts of all men, turn- 
ed every man’s sword in the army ef 
the Philistines, against his fellsw— 
“and behold the multitude melted 
away, and they went on beating down 
one another.” With asuddenness re- 
sembling an electrick shock, was the 
effect of this enterprize felt throughout 
the nation of Israel. Saul and his 
desponding troops heard the noise of 
the reuted army—the watchmen be- 
held their flight—the courage of Saul 
and his troops was revived, and they 
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hastened to the combat. The He- || them to duty; or to evince his power 
brews in the camp of the Philistines, || and faithfalness 1 in their deliverance, 

who, through treacherous fear had || But God ever will protect the church; 

joined the enemies of their country, || for he has chosen her for his ‘ spouses? 
now deserted their standard, and | he has “graven her upon the palms of 
“turned to be with the lornctiods that | his hands:” and he will ever cherish 
were with Saul and Jonathan.” Vast | her “as the apple of his eye.” Yet, 

numbers of others, who had concealed || he will be inquired of by the house of 
themselves to escape danger, having | | Israel to do these things for them:” 
their courage revived by the fast | and when they forget their dependence 
spreading news of the begun deliver- on him he will often in mercy, multis 
ence, came immediately up to the help || || ply their dangers, and diminish their 
of the Lord against the mighty; so that | earthly supports, till they are driven to 





in a very few hours an overwhelming || him for help, as their last and only re. 
force of Isrelites was collected, and || sort. But they never will, with con- 
precipitating themselves upon the flee- || fidence apply to him, without finding 
ing enemy, carried death and slaugh- || him a God at hand—ready and able 
ter into every part of their army. The I to deliver them. Such, in all these 
event was not only sudden but deci- || particulars, was the case, in the in. 
sive. It resulted in the entire discom- || stance which we have heen consider- 
fiture of that vast and terrible army 1 ing: and such is often the case at the 
which came against Israel, and in || present day. Of the power and do- 
strengthening the hands and encour- || minion of God there is no end. Heis 
aging the hearts of God’s people to re- } the same yesterday, to day, and forev- 
sist future invasions. i er. How unreasonable, t then, and e- 

Thus a good design, conceived in || ven impious is it, for the professed 
the breast of a single individual in the | | people of God to indulge despondency 
morning, and its execution commen- || in seasons of danger! Instead of des- 
ced, in reliance upon divine aid, even || ponding they ought to look to him for 
under circumstances apparently the || help, and go forward in their duty, re- 








most unfavorable, resulted, before the || lying with the fullest confidence on his | 


setting of the sun, in an achievement faithfulness and ability to succor them. 
most glorious in relation to the inter- || But for our further encouragement in 
ests of religion; the effects of which || going forward in duty, this history 
were felt by every individual in two || which we have been considering, wil 
powerful nations. “Behold how great || furnish us with another lesson of in- 
a m..’‘er a little fire kindleth.” struction, viz. 

The history of this event, and the 2. When God aids the labors of 
attendant circumstances, as they have || his people in his service they will 
now been related, will furnish us with || find no opposition sufficient to hinder 
several important lessons of instrac- || this work. By this I do not: mean 
tion. that they will meet with no opposition. 

The children of God have no}; They ought indeed to expect that Se 
reason for despondency, however ap- || tan will oppose them with all his for- 
palling the dangers may seem, which | c ces. The powers of darkness will as- 
threaten the Church. The true Israel | St suredly set themselves in array against 
of God can always obtain help from ||them. The Adversary will excite the 
him, “who worketh and none can hin- || enemies of religion to assume a threat- 
der.” God is ever in the midst of his || ening posture—to bid them defiance 
people, ready and willing to help them. || —and to challenge them to come on 
He may sometimes suffer them to be bn the combat. “Come up unto us,” 
surrounded by dangers of the most || said the Philistines to Jonathan “and 
formidable nature, and the most || we will show you a thing.” Such a 
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portentous aspect, in order to excite } challenge, however, ought not to be 
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considered, by those who commence 
such an enterprize, as a matter of dis- 
couragement: but rather, as Jonathan 
and his armour bearer considered it, a 
token of success. It is the peculiar 


season for God to work, when men | 


make void his law. And the servants 
of God have always reason to con- 
clude, that the Lord is with them, when 
they are derided and threatened by 
the enemies of religion. When Nehe- 


Divine assistance may always be ob- 
tained in a religious enterprize, which 
God shall approve, if no more than 
two are agreed in asking it; and where 
| such assistance is obtained, there is no 

necessity of waiting for human aid; 





|| but we may commence the enterprize 


immediately. It was upon this prin- 
| ciple, that Jonathan and his armour 
bearer acted in the instance before us. 
And in this instance the circumstan- 


miah and Ezra rebuilt the temple of || ces were as forbiading, as any that 


; | 
Jerusalem, they would’ have wanted 


one evidence, that the Lord was their 
helper, had not Satan opposed their 
work. And that opposition, conduc- 
ted by Sanballat and Tobiah, so far 
from hindering or retarding their work, 
served rather to hasten its pro- 
gress. For such was the increased 
diligence of the workmen, and such the 
aid they received from heaven, that 


could well be conceived. What in- 
deed could be more so? The army 
of the Philistines was immense. The 
army of Saul consisted of only six 
hundred men, and those both unarm- 
'ed and disheartened. No assistance 
| therefore could be expected from them 
in the commencement of the work. 
| If the enterprize were to go on, those 
two must go forward in it alone. What 


they accomplished more in the same || in such a case should be done? Would 


term of time, then even Solomon did, 
with none to oppose him. No _possi- 
ble opposition can hinder the work of 
God’s servants when he aids their la- 
bors. Who indeed can resist the pow- 
erof Omnipotence? He has only to 
speak, and it is done—to command 
and it stands fast. In the strength of 
the Lord the weakest saint becomes in- 
vincible. When God is with his chil- 
dren, one can chase a thousand, and 
two can put ten thousand to flight. In 
the case of Jonathan and his armor 
bearer, thirty thousand chariots, six 
thousand horsemen, and people with- 
out number, fled dismayed, and melted 
away before two individuals, who had 
the Lord for their helper. Christian 
reader, are you not almost persuaded 
to put your trust in the Lord, and go 
forward? Why should you hesitate? 
Are you waiting for others to join 
you in the work? j 
Jonathan’s enterprize will afford you 
another important lesson of instruction, 
which, it is hoped will remove that hin- 
drance. And that is, 

3. A very small number who have 
confidence in God, may safely com- 
mence their labor in his service, with- 
out waiting for additional human aid. 


If so. the history of | 


_not a prudent man consider it rashness 
| to go forward? But the cause, in 
f which they were engaged, was the 
| cause of God: and Jonathan and his 
associate, unappalled by the appear- 
| ance of danger, put themselves under 

the divine protection— went forward 
to their work, without waiting for the 
|| aid of their fellow soldiers: and the 
| ent showed, that the resolution they 
| adopted was the dictate, both of sound 

wisdom and prudence. It is too gener- 
al an opinion among those who profess 
to be the children of God, that there 


| can be no religious reformation, unless 
the whole church to which they belong, 
are ready to enter unitedly upon their 
appropriate work. In consequence 
of such an opinion they often wait for 
each other to get ready. If any in- 
dividuals begin to feel the importance 
of doing something for the interests of 
| religion and the salvation of souls; yet, 
. if they discover in their brethren, a 
| tardiness in coming with them into 
the work, they soon conclude, that 
nothing can be eflected; and, giving 


themselves into sloth and stupidity. 
How often is this distressing fact veri- 


But 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| up all exertions, they sink down again 
| 
| 
| 


fied by experience. Jonathan 
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and his armour bearer acted not upon | vivals of religion often commence and 
a principle like this. Had they con- || go forward. The work is begun } 
cluded that nothing could be done, the active zeal of one or two individy- 
till all Israel should come to their aid, || als. At once the disheartened, who 
or even till the courage of Saul’s little | bad felt that nothing could be. done 
army should be revived, the Philistines || with effect, are encouraged; the timid 
would doubtless have overrun the |) who had hidden themselves both from 
whole country, and that little army, || the friends and enemies of Zion, are 
who protected their King, would have || emboldened to take their stand amon 
been utterly destroyed. But these || the servants of God; the treacherous 
servants of God were aware, that they | backslider, who had openly gone over 
had a duty to perform: and that duty || to the world and its iniquities, is alarm. 
they must discharge themselves, | '| ed at his defection, and reclaimed to 
whether others come to their aid or | his duty; and be hold, in a_very short 
not. They therefore went on with || time, the whole church united in one 
their appropriate work, without stop- | formidable phalax under the great 
ping to confer with flesh and blood, | | Captain of salvation, are moving for- 
and their success was complete and ward “from conquering and to con- 
glorious. But if we willexamine the | quer.” ‘Their success is complete— 
history of religious revivals, we shall | their triumphs are glorious—distant 
find that they very often commence | 1 churches hear the glad tidings and re- 
through the apparent influence of the | joice—and all heaven is filled with 
faithful labors of one or two individa- || new anthems of rapturous praise to 
als. On viewing the desolations | God. 
around them their eyes affected their And now, christian readers, are you 
hearts—they began to feel for the af- | not desirous of seeing all these things 
fictions of Zion—they see their duty occur among your Who then is rea- 
} 


and perform it, without waiting for || dy to make the beginning? Where 
ethers to do theirs—the divine bles- || is the Jonathan and his ies mour bear- 
sing follows, and their exertions are | er) who are willing to commence the 
crowned with glorious success. But || glorious enterprize? Do you as an in- 
another instructive lesson which we || dividual feel that something must be 
derive from this story of Jonatijan || done; but fear that you can find none 
and his associate, is, to engage with you in the work? Go 

4, The successful enterprizing. exer- || to your most intimate christian broth- 
tions of one, is the most sure method || er—suggest your feelings to him— 
of engaging the exertions of others. || engage him as your assoviate in the 
The enterprise which we have been | enterprize: and when you have com- 
relating, originated in the breast of a || mitted your cause to God, go forward 
single individual. He suggested it to || and make a beginning—“It may be, 
an intimate associate who felt the same || that the Lord will work for you: for 
interest in the welfare of Israel, and he || there is no restraint to the Lord to save 








at once was filled with ardour for the || by many or by few.” C.. Xe 
same enterprize. Without hesitation | 690 

they began their work, and such was For the Utica Christian Repository. 
the astonishing success—so rapidly | THE LAW OF GOD INVIOLABLE. 
did the news of it spread through | Matthew 5:18. 

the country—and such was its influ- | 

ence upon the timid, the disheartened, | “Verily I say unto you, till heaven 


and the treacherous, that, in a few | and earth pass, one jot, or one tittle 
hours, it brought to the aid of these || shall in no wise pass from the law, 
servants of God, the whole force of the || // all be fulfilled.” 

nation of Israel. By the law, spoken of in these 


In a manner similar to this, do re- i words of our Savior, I shall under- 





sla 
of 
wil 


sili 


(bi 
he 


on 
the 
fol 
tint 
na 
ru 
irc 


sh 


wi 
Ja 


ha: 
the 


fre 
of 
la 








ne 


en 
tle 
Wy 


se 
er- 


The Law of God Inviolable. 335 


stand the moral law, or the great law |! and this too is incurred, not by a long 
of love. It is of this, that he affirms |! series of transgressions merely, but by 
with so much solemnity, “Verily I} every act of sin. Accordingly, it is 
say unto you, till heaven and earth” || written, “Cursed be every one who 
(by which words he intended to sig- |] continueth not in all things written 
nity the material universe) “Till || in the book of the law to do them.” 
jeaven and earth pass, one jot, or || “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 
one tittle, shall in no wise puss, from || “The wages of sin is death.” Such 
the law, till all be Suljlle a” The|| then is the penalty which God has 
fullowing, it is believed, is the sen- || annexed to his righteous law; and such 
timent expressed by the Savior: The || itoughttobe. Itis nomore than an ad- 
naterial universe might sooner go to || equate punishment for sin. It is no 
ruin, than any thing could be de- || more than sufficient to manifest God’s 
tracted from God’s holy law. holy hatred of it,and his eternal displeas- 

In my remarks on this subject, I|| ure against it—to vindicate his injured 
shall, authority, and the violated honors of 

[. Show, in several particulars, || his throne. Nothing, therefore, can 
what would be a detraction from the || be taken from the penaliy of the law, 
law, and without rendering it imperfect. No- 

If. Establish the proposition which || thing can be taken from it, without 
has been announced, as expressing |; weakening its authority, and exposing 
the sentiment of the Savior. it to contempt. 

1. There would be, I think, a 3. There would be a detraction 
detraction from the law, were any |; from the law, were transgressors of 
thing abated from the strictness of || it to be pardoned without an ade- 
its requirements. ‘The law now re- || quate atonement. The penalty of 
quires constant obedience. It re- |} God’s law is a just and awful exhibi- 
quires the constant exercise and ex- | tion of his displeasure against sin. In 
pression of disinterested love. It re-|| the enactment of this penalty, he vir- 
quires the service of the heart, the || tually declared, before the universe, 
thoughts, the tongue, and indeed of || that he hated sin with a perfect hatred, 
every bodily and mental faculty. It || and was determined to pursue it with 
knows no indulgence—it gives no || all the terrors of his vengeance. Sup- 
liberty to sin. It requires that we |] pose, now, in case of trangression, he 
love God with the whole heart, and | should remié this penalty, without an 
manifest this love, in all suitable acts || adequate atonement—that, without 
of devotion and duty. It requires || any expiation being made, he should 
that we love others as we do ourselves, || suffer the offender to go free. I do 
and exhibit this, by performing with || not now inquire respecting the direct 
uniform cheerfulness, every office of | bearing of such a procedure upon the 
benevolence and friendship. — Such divine character and glory; but how 
| 
i 


ee 


have ever been the requisitions of the || would it bear upon the law? What 
law; and such they ever ought to |} would be the virtual language of it, 
have been. The least abatement || relative to the law of God? Would 
would imply imperfection. The least || it be any thing less than this—*The 
abatement would be a detraction from || law is too strict. It requires too 
the law, which would leave it no long- |} much. Its curse is too heavy. Its 
er what it now is, “holy, just, and penalty is too severe.” And would 
good,” not the language of Deity in such a 

2. There would be a_ detraction || procedure be, “I have indeed issued 
from the law, were any thing abated | a rigid law; but I never expected to 
from its awful penalty. The pevaity || enforce it. I never expected its re- 
of the law is nothing less than ever- || quisitions would be obeyed. I have 
lasting punishment, eternal death; || annexed to it an awful penalty, but ft 


| 
| 
| 
| 


: 
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never designed to inflict it. It was 
intended to operate upon the fears of 
creatures, and thus induce them to 
obedience; but never to be inflicted, 
in case they transgressed.” Who 
does not see 
this is dreadfully derogatory to the 
law of God; and consex jiently that the 
act which carries such language on 
the face of it, must be a fatal detrac- 
tion from the law? [ add, 

It would be a detraction from 
the law, should any impenitent, un- 
pardoned transgressor ultimately evade 
or escape its penalty. We will sup- 
pose a person to live and to die in sin. 
It is known to the universe, that he 
has never repented, and never 
forgiven. Siill, when future scenes 
are disclosed it is found that he is 
not among the miserable. | He 
has, by some means, evaded the lash 
of justice, and escaped the penalty 
of the law. He has even secured a 
seat among the blessed. From this 
discovery what inference must be 
drawn by the intelligent universe? 
Shall they cenclude he has escaped 
through the ignorance of his Judge? 
But the Judge is omniscient; he lit- 
erally knows all things. He perfect- 
ly knows the sinner in question— 
knows where he is, and what he has 


done—and must even have been ac- | 


cessary to his doing it. What then 
does this escape from punishment 
mean? And at what conclusion shall 
the universe arrive respecting it? Ob- 
viously, they can arrive at none but | 
this—“Some de fect has been discov- | 
ered in the law. God has ceased to | 
enforce it, and ceased to value it. He 
must have satisfied himself that it is 
unreasonable and unjust.’’ 

Having thus shewn, in several par- 
ticulars, what would be a detraction 
from the law; I shall endeavor to 
prove, in the second place, that no- 
thing of this can ever be done. 


ed from God’s holy law. 
ven and earth pass, one jot, or one | 
tittle, shall in no wise pass from the 


The Law of God Inviolable. 


that language such as | 


been | 


The | 
material universe might sooner go to | 
ruin, than any thing could be detach- | 


“Till hea- | 


law, till all be fulfilled.” 
this, [ observe, 

1. That the destruction of the 
H material universe would be far less 
| dishonorable to God, than it would 
| be totake any thing from his holy law, 
| God was infinitely elorious and hap- 
| py, before the worlds were made; and 
| he could be equally glorious and hap- 
py, for aught we know, were they all 
destroyed. It cost hinn no effort to 
create the material universe;—“he 
| spake, and it was done; he command. 
| ed, and it stood fast;”—and were the 
heavens and the earth now swept out 
of being, he could as easily re-create 
them, in renewed beauty, hi armony, 
and glory. How differently now 
| would he be affected, were his holy law 
| defaced; how diffe rently would his 
| character and glory appear, were all 
|| intelligent creatures obliged to see and 
to know forever, that he had enjoined 
| more than was reasonable; had threat- 
ened more than was just; that he had 
issued a law, which ought not to be 
enforced; that he had annexed a pen- 
‘alty which he dare not inflict; that 
| in dealing with his creatures, he had 
exhibited tyranny on the one hand, 
| and pusillanimity on the other? There 
can be no room for a question on this 
subject. The loss of the material 
| universe might be comparatively a 
| trifle. Heaven and earth might pass 
| away, and yet the honor of their Cre- 
|| ator be little, if at all, defaced. But 
Hi 


In proof oj 


] 
} 
| 
| 
' 
! 


tarnish his law; detract from his law; 
| take one jot or tittle from his holy 
law: and you fix an indelible stain 
| on his character, rob him of his rich- 
| est glory, and involve all holy beings 
| who surround his throne, in confusion 
and sorrow forever. 

2. The destruction of the material 


universe would be far less hazardous 


rational creatures, than it would be 
to detract from the moral law. When 
the heavens actually pass away with 
| a great noise, the elements melt with 
| fervent heat, and the worlds with 
| all their contents are consumed; the 
| mighty scene will be little calculated 


in its influence on the characters of 
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to promote dissension and revolt, and 
to extend among creatures the empire 
of evil. On the contrary, it will be 
reatly fitted to strike terror through 
every guilty heart, and to confirm all 
holy beings in their duty and allegi- 
ance. Compare the effect of this 
scene on the characters of creatures, 
with that resulting from the least ima- 
ginable evidence, that the law of God 
is unreasonable or unjust. Let the 
slightest ground be furnished for this 
latter impression; and what a specta- 
cle does the intelligent universe pre- 
sent? Let the slightest reason be 
given for supposing the law of God 
unreasonable or unjust; and all ‘holy 
beings are mortified and humbled, 
and just occasion is furnished for all | 
the wicked to triumph. The right. | 
eous are chagrined and humbled, that 
they have loved and obeyed an un- 
reasonable and unjust law, which they | 
ought not to have done; and the} 
wicked triumph, that they have hated 
and opposed such a law, which they 
ought to have done. Let the slight- | 
est evidence be furnished that the law | 
of God is wrong, and you make angels | 
mourn, and devils rejoice—you fill | 
heaven with tears, and hell with #i- | 
umph; and you extend to the farthest | 
limits of the universe the empire ef | 
revolt, disobedience and wickedness. 
In this view, therefore, the loss of the | 
material universe is a trifle compared | 
with the detraction of one jot, or tittle | 
from God’s holy law. Let heaven 
and earth pass away; let “the great 
archangel, with his golden wing, | 
sweep suns, and stars,” and eral 
aside; but let the holy law of God 
stand in its awful purity, and unyield- | 
ing justice, forever and ever. I add, | 
3. The destruction of the material | 
universe would be a trifle, compared | 
with a detraction from the law, since 
the former would not affect the grand | 
system of redemption, while the Jat- 
ter would subvert and destroy 4t. 
The destruction of the material worlds, 
so far from thwarting or defeating the 
scheme of redemption is actually a 
part of this stupendous scheme. ‘The 
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time will come, in the progress of re- 
demption, when “the heavens being 
on fire, will be dissolved; and the ele 
ments will melt with fervent heat; the 
earth also,and the works that are there- 
in, shall be burnt up.” But what would 
be the effect on redemption, were 
any thing detracted from God’s holy 
law? Prove the law to be unreason- 
able or unjust, and it follows that 
Christ died to satisfy and honor such 
a law, which he ought never to have 
done. The character of Christ is 
thus destroyed, and his claims to alle- 
giance are annulled. Again; prove 
the law to be unreasonable or unjust, 
and it follows that the demands of the 
gospel are unwarranted. The gospel 
requires ys to repent for our trans- 
gressions of the law; but none ought 
to repent, that they have transgressed 
and opposed a law that is unreason- 
able. Ina word, prove the law to be 
unreasonable or unjust, and you ef- 
fectually undermine the gospel, and 
overturn the whole system of re- 
demption. This whole system. rests, 
obviously, on the siogle truth, that 
“the law is holy, just, and good.” 
Let this be disproved; let it be made 
to appear that the fact is otherwise, 
and you destroy the character of the 
Savior, and the claims of his gospel; 
you justify every sinner in the uni- 
verse, and condemn every saint. If, 
then, the work of redemption is the 
noblest and best of all divine works; 
and if the material creation, so far 
from bearing a comparison with it, 
was prepared, merely as a theatre on 
which redemption might be accom- 
plished; which of them are we to sup- 
pose can soonest be given up? Shall 
heaven and earth pass away; or shall 
one jot, or tittle, pass from the law? 
Shall the material universe be destroy- 
ed; or shall the law be tarnished, and 
redemption overturned? In the mind 
of Deity, in the mind of angeis; in the 
mind of any rational being to whom 
the subject is proposed, there can be 
no question. All ought to concur, 


and all who have proper feelings do 
cencur, in the decision of the Savior. | 


43 
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“Till heaven and earth pass, one jot, || be denied. 


or one tittle, shall in no wise 
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 

It the law of God is inviolable, as 
has been shewn, then it must be vain 
for creatures to contend against it. 

Very many, it is likely, have done 
this.. Some have excepted against 
the precept, as being too strict; and 
others, against the penalty, as being | 
too severe. And numbers, who have 
not uttered their murmurs with their | 
lips, have quarrelled with the holy 
law of God, in their hearts and prac- | 
tice. ‘They have daily and continu- } 
ally transgressed it, and thus virtually | 
said, that it was unworthy to be obey- 
ed. But by persisting in this course, 
what do sinners expect to gain? Be | 
they expect to carry their point 
against the law of God? Do they 
expect to detract one jot, or one tittle | 
from it? Do they expect to succeed 
in satisfying the universe, that it és | 
unreasonable or unjust? Let them 
listen with dismay to the declaration |) 
of the Savior. 
earth pass, one jot, or one tittle, shall || 
in no wise pass trom the law, till all | 
be fulfilled.” Let them learn to their 
sorrow, what has here been fully 
shewn, that the material universe 
could sooner go to ruin, than any 
thing could be detracted from God’s 
holy law. Yes, sinner, you may tear, 
if you can, the sun from his cen- 
tre; roll aside the visible heavens, as 
a flaming parchment; melt down the 
elements of nature; burn up, consume 


pass 


all material worlds;—but when this | 
you have effected | 


is accomplished, 
nothing of your purpose. Not ene 
jot or tittle has passed from the law. 
It remains still, and will remain for- 
ever, hely in precept, just in penalty, 
a rule of conduct, and a standard of | 
right, 
Ings. 

‘We learn from what has been said, 


oa 
that those who reject the doctrine of 


atonement, in effect exclude the pos: | 
sibility of salvation. That there are | 
many in our age and country who re. | 
ject this important doctrine, canno; 


for all rational and moral be- | 
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ithe abodes of bliss. 
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Indeed there are many 
who ~ not to conceal their rejec 
tion of it. But it has been shewn, 
that it would be a fatal detraction 
from the law, should any transgressor 
of it be pardoned and saved, without 
an adequate atonement. Without 


'such an atonement, therefore, the sal. 


vation of every sinner bad been in the 
highest sense mee ossible. Without 
such an atonement, it had been infi- 
nitely better tor Saaie and earth to 
have passed eway, than for one sinner 
to have entered the world above, 
The atonement, which was perfected 
when the Lord Jesus Christ expired 
on the cross, furnishes the only ground 
| of pardon, and the only possible w way 
of salvation for sinneys. The Se, 
therefore, who reject this great atone. 
ment, whatever their intentions may 
| be, do in effect close upon the wo rd 
| the only door of mercy, and banish 
ware ray - hope, and exclude the 
possibility of salvation. 

We learn oe from our subject, 
the uéter impossibility, that any of 
the finally impenitent should ing Sav: 
ed. It has been shewn in the pre- 
ceding remarks, that should any of 
this class escape everlasting punish 
ment, it would be a detraction trom 
thedaw. In suffering them to escape, 
God would virtually say respecting 
his law, that it ought not to be enfore- 
ed. But will he ever say this? Will 
one jot or tittle ever pass from the law? 
Most certainly not. ‘The subject we 
have considered bars every door of 
hope, against the finally impenitent, 
| unpardoned sinner. It represents, 
in the strongest light, the utter impos- 
sibility that such should be saved. 
Heaven and earth may pass away; 
but no dishonor can ever be put upon 
ithe law. Heaven and earth could 
sooner pass away, than one unpar- 
doned sinner could be admitted to 
The material 
universe could be swept out of being, 
| with less dishonor to God, and less 
general injury, than one impenitent, 
uwpardoned creature could be allowed 
to escape the flames of the pit below. 
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Sinners, therefore, who read this 
paper, may know certainly what is 
betore them. They must repent or 
perish—must believe or be damned. 
Persisting in their present course, 
they cannot possibly escape. The 
God who made them cannot suffer 
them to escape; without doing the ut- 
most injustice to himself, to his law, 
and to the moral universe. He can, 
if he please, sweep suns, and stars, 
and worlds, aside; and the loss would 
be a trifle. But to detract from the 
holiness or justice of his law, by sul- 
fering the impenitent and unpardoned 
to escape its penalty, would be to tar- 
nish his own glory, and to commence 
a course, which, in its progress must 
involve universal confusion and ruin. 

The law of God, sinners, is inflea- 
ible, as well as inviolable. Rest as 
sured, it never will bend to you. You 
must, therefore, bend tothe law. You 
must approve and love the holy law 
you have transgressed, and heartily 
condemn yourselves for transgressing 
it With the humble apostle, you 
must be able to say, “The law is holy, 
just, and good; but we are carnal, 
sold under sin.” Possessing such a 
temper, you have nothing to fear. An 
atonement has been made, the broken 
law has been honored, and God can 
consistently shew you mercy. Pos- 
sessing such a temper, he can forgive 
and save you, and detract nothing 
from hislaw. You will cease, there- 
fore, from your opposition, and be- 
come the cordial friends of God. 
Love him; love his law; love his gos- 
pel; love his service; andthus may you 
he partakers of his eternal glory. _P. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF EXPEDIENCY: A DIS- 
COURSE TO THE CLERGY, ON THE 
DAY OF COMMENCEMENT AT HAMIL- 
TON COLLEGE, 1824: BY J. F. SCHER- 
MERHORN. 


1 Cor. 10:23. AlJl things are lawful for me, but all 


things are not expedient: all things are lawful for || 


me, but all things edify not. 



































For on the principle of ex- | 
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pediency we not unfrequently see men 
of the world, when it suits their con- 
venience, encroach upon the natural 
and civil rights of others, and set at 
nought every precept of morality and 
religion. ‘here have been times too 
in the church, and times which may 
again return, when on this principle, 
the soul-humbling doctrines of the cross 
have been banished from the pulpit, 
and a moral essay, better calculated to 
operate as an opiate to the conscience, 
than to excite the anxious inquiry, 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 
has been substituted for the preaching 
of Christ and him crucified. 

The doctrine of expediency was un- 
doubtedly well understood by the apos- 
tle Paul, and practised by him to its 
full extent, for he “became ali things 
to all men, that by all means he might 
save some.” None can be more able 


to instruct us in the true nature of the 


doctrine, and how far it ought to be 
practised than himself. 

“All things are lawful for me, but 
all things are not expedient.” If we 


examine the subject on which the apos- 


tle was writing when he used this ex- 
pression, we find it was concerning 


/some difficulties that existed in the 
church of Corinth with regard to eat- 


ing meats offered in sacrifice to idols. 
The distinction of meats had ceased 
by the abolition of the ceremonial law. 


'“I know, (says the apostle,) and am 
persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that 


there is nothing unclean of itself, but 
to him that esteemeth any thing to be 
unclean, to him it isunclean.”* This 
was an established principle of general 
application. Some of the better in- 
formed among the Corinthians, “know- 
ing an idol is nothing in the world, and 
that there is none other God but one,” 
hesitated not to eat of such meat even 
in the temple of the idol. This in- 


duced others to do the same, who had 
not this knowledge, but who “with 
conscience of the idol, unto this hour, 
eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; 
Tue doctrine of expediency is very || and their conscience being weak is de- 
difficult and dangerous to reduce to |} filed.”’t 
practice. 


In this way the weak were 


*Rom. 14:14, t1 Corse 8: 4. 


t! Cor. §:7. 
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led unto idolatry by the wise; and “the 
weak brother” was in danger of per- 
ishing, “for whom Christ died.” Un. 
der such circumstances, the apostle 
deemed it inexpedient for a christian 
to exercise his liberty, lest it should 
“become a stumbling-block to them 
that are weak.” 

There was also another case of dif- 
ficulty on this subject. Was it right 
under any circumstances to eat meat 
ofiered in sacrifice to idols? The an- 
swer was, “Whatever is sold in the 
shambles, that eat, asking no question 
for conscience’ sake; for the earth is 
the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof. If 
any of them that believe not bid you 
to a feast, and ye be disposed to go, 
whatsoever is set before you, eat, ask- 
ing no questions for conscience’ sake. 
But if any man say unto you, this is 
offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not 
for his sake that shewed it, and for 
conscience sake: for the earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof: con- 
science, [ say, not thine own, but of the 
other: for why is my liberty judged of 
another man’s conscience? Fer if I 
by grace be a partaker, why am I evil 
spoken of for that for which [ give 
thanks? Whether therefore ye eat or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God. Give none offence, 
neither to the Jews, nor to the Gen- 
tiles, nor to the church of God: Even 
as I please all men in all things, not 
seeking mine own profit, but the profit 
of many, that they may be saved.”* 
From this passage it appears to be law- 
ful for a Christian to eat every crea- 
ture, which was made for food, if he 
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doctrine of expediency, with regard to 
ministerial support. 

So hath the Lord ordained, that they 
which preach the Gospel should live 
of the Gospel.”{ From this it is ey- 
ident that the apostle had a lawful 
right to claim a support, from the peo- 
ple among whom he labored in the 
Gospel. This, however, he deemed 
it inexpedient to insist upon, or re- 
ceive, because it might give occasion 
to false teachers and opposers of the 
Gospel, to impute his labor of love and 
zeal in the cause of religion to merce- 
nary motives—a regard to filthy lucre. 
He therefore says, “Nevertheless we 
have not used this power; but suffer 
all things, lest we should hinder the 
'Gospel of Christ.”|| “What is my 
| reward then? Verily, that when | 
preach the Gospel, 1 may make the 
| Gospel of Christ without charge, that 
I abuse not my power in the Gospel.”4 

The apostle Paul would rather la- 
bor with his own hands, and glory in 
| saying, “these hands have ministered 
‘to my necessities,” than exercise his 
lawful right in claiming a support, to 
the hinderance of the Gospel. 

It is not in these particular instances 
only, that the apostle carried into ef- 
fect the doctrine of expediency. For 
we find he deemed it expedient to ac- 
commodate himself to the prejudices, 
| customs, and manners of men among 
whom he preached the Gospel. He 
says, “For though I be free from all 
|men, yet have I made myself servant 
/unto all, that I might gain the more. 
| And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 
‘that I might gain the Jews; to them 
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receive it with thanksgiving. But if || that are under the law, as under the law, 


their doing so was the occasion of of- 
fence to a weak brother, they were not 


that I might gain them that are under the 
law; to them that are without law, as 


to indulge themselves in the exercise of || without law, (being not without law to 


their Christian liberty, in this respect, 
to the injury of the other. There- 
fore the apostle came to this general 
conclusion of the matter. “If meat 
make my brother to offend, I will eat 
no flesh while the world standeth, lest 
I make my brother to offend.”’* 

The apostle reduced to practice the 


"1 Cor, 10: 2533, +1 Cor, 8:13% 


| God, but under the law to Christ,) that 
| I might gain them that are without law. 
|'To the weak became I as weak, that 
| I might gain the weak: I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by all 
|means save some. And this I do for 
| the gospel’s sake,”]_ — From this it 18 
| evident that Paul deemed it expedient 
| §9: 19—23 


$1 Cor.9:14 


f9:1% § §9: 38 
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io accommodate himself to the people 
where he preached, in every thing 
which did not involve the sacrifice of 
any fundamental principle of the gos- 
pel. He was so condescending as to 
become the servant of all. In compli- 
ance with Jewish prejudices, he cir- 
cumcised Timothy, and joined with 
Jewish converts, in their purifications 
and worship at the temple. When 
among the Gentiles, he paid no regard 
to Jewish rites and ceremonies, and 
even publicly blamed Peter for his 
dissimulation among the Galatians, for 
countenancing by his conduct those 
Judaizing teachers, who were endeav- 
oring to bring the Gentile converts un- 
der the yoke of bondage of the cere- 
monial law. With regard to the cus- 
toms, manners, and prejudices of men, 
as far as they involved no doctrine or 


duty of the Gospel, he became all | 


things to all men, that by all means 
he might save some. From the in- 
structions of the apostle, and his ex- 
ample, with regard to the doctrine of 
expediency, we learn, 

First. ‘That it relates only to those 


ferent, and non-essential in religion; 
and that in no respect did he bring it 
to bear upon any fundamental doc- 
trine, precept, or practice of the Gos- 
pel. You have seen how he applied 
it to meats, and how he acted in regard 
tothem. Ina moral point of view, 
he says, “But meat commendeth us 
not to God; for neither if we eat, are 
we the better; neither if we eat not, are 
we the worse.”* You have seen how 
he applied it to ministerial support. 
For fear of hindering the Gospel he 
deemed it expedient, to relinquish his 
lawful right, and support himself with 
his own hands. You have observed 
also, how he, in order to recommend 
the Gospel, and win souls to Christ, 
accommodated himself to the situation 
in which he was placed, by bearing 


things which in themselves, are indif. 


| 
| 
| 
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non-essential in religion, and although 
ministerial support is an important du- 
ty, it is not so important that a minis- 
ter should insist upon it, as it is that he 
should insist upon love to God and 
faith in Christ, which are indispensa- 
ble to salvation. Every minister who 
loves the souls of men, will imitate the 
example of Paul in these things, and 
thus, become all things to all men, that 
by all means he might save some. 

But as to the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, which relate to the character of 
God, and ‘of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Savior, and of man in a state of 
nature; the plan of salvation, through 
Christ crucified, by grace, through 
faith, without the deeds of the law; 
and all the distinguishing doctrines of 
revelation; the Apostle Paul never 
for a moment doubted, whether it was 
expedient, or inexpedient to preach 
them. For you need only to read 
his Epistles, to be convinced of this 
fact. You there see him, in every 
place, and at all times, and to all 
people to whom he wrote, boldly 
state, and ably defend them. ‘The 
reason is self-evident; the doctrines 
and duties he preached were not his, 
but God’s truth; and the success of 
the Gospel did not depend upon any 
management, or trimming policy of 
his own, but on the power of God. 
“For Paul may plant, and Apollos 
water; but God giveth the increase.” 
We learn, 

2. That the doctrine of expediency, 
as practised by the apostle, was at- 
tended with a great deal of personal 
self-denial and inconvenience. This 
is evident, if we consider the natural 
habits and dispositions of men, and 
how extremely difficult it is to bear, 
at all times, with the whims, notions, 
and prejudices of men, and conform 
ourselves to the customs, habits, and 
manners of those with whom we are 
obliged to associate. All this the 


with the prejudices, and conforming to | apostle did, to the utmost extent, so 


the customs and manners of the peo- | 
ple among whom he preached. These 


} 


far as to deny himself, in many com- 
forts and conveniences of life. How 


are things in themselves indifferent, and || frequently is it the case, that ministers 


*1 Cor, 8:8 


now murmur, while they have all the 
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necessaries of life, and some, perhaps, | 
its superfluities, if their stipend is not 
punctually paid; and sometimes even | 
deem it expedient to withdraw from 
the field of labor on account of it; and 
thus hinder the gospel, by discourag- | 
ing those who are willing to support | 
it, and strengthen those who oppose 
it. This was not the expediency 
taught by the apostle. We learn, | 
3. That the apostle was governed, si 
in his practice, on the principles of 
expediency, by the most disinterested 
motives—the consideration of accom- 
plishing the greatest good, and the 
edification of the church, we need 
only revert to his language, when 
writing on this subject, to be convinc- 
ed of this fact. ‘The reason assigned 
by him, for abstaining from meats of- 
fered in sacrifice to idols, and direct- 
ing the church of Corinth to do the 
same, was, lest it might prove a 
“stumbling block to those that were 
weak—and thus the weak brother 
perish for whom Christ died—That 
he might give none offence, neither 
to the Jews nor to the Gentiles, nor 
to the church of God; even as I please 
all men in all things, not seeking 
mine own profit, but the profit of ma- 
ny that they may be saved.” The 
reason he gives for not insisting on 
ministerial support, is this, “Lest. we 
should hinder the gospel of Christ.” 
The reason why he became the ser- 
vant of all, and conformed himself to 
the manners, customs, and prejudices 
of others, and thus “became all things |, 
to all men,” was, “that by all means 
he might save some.” Is it possible 
for any one to hear such language 
used by the apostle, and not be con- 
vinced, that there was no selfish con- 
sideration which influenced him in his | 
conduct in these respects, but that he 
acted with a single eye to the glory 
of God, in the salvation of sinners, 
through the gospel of his Son? He) 
‘sought not bis own profit, but the | 
profit of many, that they might be} 
saved.’ The question with him was 
not what may | lawfully demand, and } | 
practice, consistently with chr istian H 
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character and liberty? but, what wij 
be for the edification and increase of 
ihe chureh in the most holy and living 
faith of the gospel? ‘All things , says 
he) are lawful for me, but all things 
edify not.” So that, the edification 
of the church, the salvation of sinners, 
appears to have been the governing 
principle, in his practice of the doc. 
trine ofexpediency. And by these con. 
siderations every minister of the gospel 
ought to be governed in his public 
ministrations, and his private walk. 

We have now before us the doc. 
trine of expediency. as taught and 
practised by the apostle Paul. — You 
perceive it is confined to things 
in themselves indifferent and non-es. 
sential in religion; and is never 
brought to bear upon any fundamen. 
tal principle of the gospel. That it 
is attended in practice, with great 
personal inconvenience and self-deni- 
al; and that it is governed by the con- 
sideration, of the accomplishment of 
the greatest good to the cause of pure 
and undefiled religion. Let us- now 
see how the practice of this doctrine 
by the Apostle comports with that 
worldly wisdom, prudence, and man- 
agement, which passes for expediency 
with some at this day. 

The doctrines of the gospel, as 
preached by Christ and the apostles, 
have never been popular. For Christ 
says, “I have given them thy word, 
and the world hath hated them;” and 
he was himself hated solely for the 
doctrine he taught; for his conduct 
was unexceptionable—“holy,harmless, 
undefiled, and separate from sinners.” 

The refinement of the age is such, 
that the delicate nerves of many can- 
not bear to hear of the doctrines of 
total moral depravity, election of 
grace, regeneration by the Holy 
Ghost, justification by faith without 
the deeds of the law, and the eternal 
punishment of the wicked. The 
pride of reason, in many, is such, that, 
because they cannot recuncile the 


| sovereignty of God, in working ali 
| things after the coment of his own 
will, and in having merey upon whons 
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je will have mercy, with his goodness, || the truly apostolic practice, “We 
and impartiality, and the free e agency | | hope better things of you, though we 
of man; therefore they will not sit pa- | thus speak.” ‘The result will be, you 
tiently uader the preaching of these |, will find all things move on smoothly 
doctrines, under pretence that it makes | and peaceably, without a continual 
God the author of evil, and a respect-| wrangling about dectrines, until time 
er of persons; when, in feality, they | with you shall be no more, and eter- 
are not willing to have God reign over | nity begin. 

them and dispose of them as he sees. Eternity! to say nothing of that 
fit. In this country, where ministe-| awful day of the Lord, when the se- 
rial support depends upon voiuntary | crets of all hearts shall be revealed, 
contributions, It is at best precarions, and we who minister in holy things, 
and ii very much depends upon the, must give an account of our steward- 
popularity of the preacher. In view) ship, and of the manner we have han- 
of these considerations, what is to be’ dled the word of life. Let me ask, 
done, to secure a comfortable support, is this the course, under similar cir- 
and some reputation as a pone cumstances, which the apostle Paul 
eenree Ihese, itmust be acknow-| would have deemed expedient? 
ledyed, are very weighty and influen-'|| Would he consider it a matter of no 
tial items in a man’s prospects for|| moment, whether the essential and 
ile, and are therefore notto be dese | fundamental doctrines of the gos- 
psed. To secure them, worldly w is-| pel were preached or suppressed? 
dom say Ss You must be very prudent; | | And because all men did not love te 
the people will not bear sound doc-! have the soul- humbling doctrines and 
rine, that is certains and therefore it! duties of the gospel plainly stated and 
is expedient, instead of a plain, clear, | faithfully applied, would he therefore 
and toreible exhibition of divine truth, | amuse them, with a moral essay, on 
to preach on general subjects, in a! some general subject, “a well turned 
very general and indefinite manner. | period, or flower of rhetoric;” dnd 
It will not do to preach any thing, thus, “for popular applause, stoop to 
decidedly heretical; for the people are | court a grin, when he should woo a 
not yet prepared for this; you must; soul?” Hear what he says; “I 
occasionally glance at some of the charge thee, therefore, before God, 
doctrines so as not to excite suspicions, ' and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
in any of the old bigoited christians, | judge the quick and the dead at his 
that you are unsound in the faith; but’ appearing and his kingdom; preach 
by no means spend a whole sermon | the word; be instant in season, out of 
on a dry, doctrinal point. And to'|\ season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
show your fashionable hearers, that | all long sufiering and doctrine. For 
you are a man of moderate and liber- | the time well come, when they will not 
al sentiments, be sure now and then, || endure sound doctrine: but after their 
to notice, in a severe and sarcastic! own lusts shall they heap to them- 
Manner, some of the most obnoxious | | selves teachers, having itchi 2Ing ears; 
speculations of certain modern divines || and they shall turn away their ears 
on the subject of human and divine | from the truth, and shall be turned 
agency, so as to leave no suspicions, || unto fables.”* Does the apostle here 
that you are tinctured with any of the | | say, because the time will come that 
obnoxious doctrines of total depravity, | men will not bear sound doctrine, 
God’ s sovereignty, election, &c. And | ‘and shall turn away their ears from 
if you must notice the vices and im- | the truth, that therefore sound doc- 
moralities of the times, touch them | trine must not be preached? Or rath- 
gently, lest you offend some of your |'er, is not this very fact urged, as the 
most influential and respectable hear-|/reason and ground of the solemn 
trs; and be careful to wind off with ‘2 Tim. 4. 4. 
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eharge before God and the Lord Jesus |} when God has said there is no peace 
Christ to preach the word of God with || to the wicked? Do not such pastors 
all plainness of speech, zeal, and fidel- seek their own profit, and not the profit 
ity. It is of the utmost importance | of many, that they might be saved? 
that the doctrines of grace be fully and | Do they not feed themselves, and not 
faithfully preached, as the only effect- | the tlockr ‘Thus saith the Lord, “Wo 
ual means to establish the children of || be to the shepherds of Israel that do 
God, and to keep error out of our || feed themselves! Should not the shep- 
ehurches. For the prevalence of So-| herds feed the flocks?’’* 

cinianism, in many of the old orthodox || According to the opinion and prac. 
churches of New England and else- || tice of some, it is deemed ineaxpedient 
where, is owing more to the tempo- ! tv preach the doctrines of God’s sove- 
rizing and trimming policy that wn reignty, election of grace, and man’s 
been pursued for years, than to any | total depravity, especially in revivals 
other cause. In this way, a disrelish || of redageon, because they have a ten- 
has been excited for the plain andj dency to binder the revival. And it 
faithful exhibition of divine truth ap- jj is asked, What use is it to preach them? 
plied to the hearts and consciences of } They are unprofitable and do not edify? 
men. This done, the doctrines of the || There was atime, when these doc- 


Trinity in Unity, decrees, election, re- 
probation, total depravity, the divinity 
of Christ, his vicarious sufferings, the 
divinity and personality of the Holy 
Ghost, regeneration and sanctification 
- by the Spirit, justification by faith only 


without the deeds of the law, perse- | 





trines, and those connected with them, 
were considered as the great means 
indispensably necessary to effect a re- 
vival of religion. And is not the word 
of truth the sword of the Spirit, to 
pierce men to the heart, and produce 
conviction of sin? Is it not the means 


verance of the saints, and the eternal | 
punishment of the wicked, have been | 
openly attacked and vilified as “old | 
wives’ fables.” The rising generation, | 
nurtured under such preaching, where | 
they have been accustomed to hear | 
every thing that looks like serious, vital | 
religion ridiculed as enthusiasm, are | 
fully ripe for the reception of all the | 
enlightened and liberal sentiments of | 
refined Deism, under the mask of Uni- 
tarianism. | truth to the saving of sinners? Again, 

Let the same policy be pursued in || God has laid it down, as one charac- 
the best established of our orthodox || teristic of his children, that they shall 
churches, for any time, and the result | know and believe the truth. “Ye 
will be the same. The prevalence of|| shall know the truth, and the truth 
error, therefore, is more to be appre- | shall make you free. When the spirit 
hended from the temporizing policy of || of truth is come he will guide you into 
the friends of truth, than from any | all truth.” “God hath from the be- 
epen attack on the truth itself. | ginning chosen you to salvation, thro’ 

I would also ask, where, in this || sanctification of the Spirit, and belief 
course of worldly prudence, are the || of the truth.” Is it possible, that God 
self denial, and the sacrifices, which || operates by means of the truth to con- 
the apostle made, lest the Gospel should || vert sinners, and that the knowledge 
be hindered? Where is manifested a || and belief of the truth is one evidence 
regard to the greatest good to the || of conversion, and yet this very truth 
cause of the Redeemer, in the salvation || hinder a revival? If a revival will 
of sinners, by this song of Peace, Peace, || not bear the testimony of God’s truth, 


*Ezckicl 34: 2, 


appointed of God to convert, sanctity, 
and save sinners? Thus saith the 
scriptures, “The Father of lights—of 
his own will begat he us, by the word 
of truth. Sanctify them through thy 
truth; thy word is truth. Faith com- 
eth by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” These doctriies are 
parts of Divine truth; and when, or 
where, or to whom, has God declared 
he will no more bless such doctrines of 
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it had better be hindered; for it is more 
likely to be a revival of self delusion, 
than of pure and undefiled religion. 

But it is asked, what use is there in 
preaching them? ‘They are unprofita- 
ble and do not edify. What! Has it 
come to this, that God’s truth does no 
more edify Gsod’s children? “Oh, tell 
it not in Gath, publish it not in the 
streets of Ashkelon, lest the uncircum- 
cised triumph.” Do you say, they are 
unprofitable? Hear what God says, 
“All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for mstruc- 
tion in righteousness; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works.” And, 
brethren, “let God be true, but every 
man a liar.” 

Do you say, but what use is there in 
preaching them? ‘Tell me, what use 
was there in God’s revealing them? 
and the reply will fully answer your 
inquiry. It is sufficient for us that 
God has revealed them, and that we 
are commanded to go and “preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of 
season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
all long suffering and doctrine.” And 
is it not a piece of most arrogant and 
impious presumption, in any mortal, 
to sit in judgment on the word of God, 
and decide what is useful, or unuseful, 
profitable or unprofitable, edifying or 
unedifying to be preached? Dare 
any man say, that God has revealed 
any truth, which it is not for his glory 
to be preached, and which will not 
subserve the interests of his cause and 
kingdom? As well might we under- 
take to dictate to God what is proper 
te be revealed, and what not. But 
are we, who are of yesterday, and 
know nothing, wiser than Jehovah, 
who knows the end from the begin- 
ning, and says, “my counsel shall 
stand, and I wi!l do all my pleasure?” 

Brethren, I fear I have already 
trespassed too long upon your pa- 
tience, after the protracted exercises 
of the day; but I cannot close this 
subject without exhorting you to fol- 
low the example of the apostle Paul, 
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in those things which are indifferent 
in themselves, and touch not the fune 
damental principles of our holy reli- 
gion, “let us become all things to all 
men, that by all means we may save 
some.” If need be, let us be willing 
to suffer, and deny ourselves among 
the people, where God in his provi- 
dence has placed us, lest we should 
hinder the gospel, by discouraging 
the friends of Zion, and strengthen 
the hands of her enemies. Let us, 
by a kind and affectionate conduct, 
by meekness and humility, by a ho- 
ly and exemplary life, disarm oppo- 
sition, silence gainsayers, and recom 

mend the gospel we preach. Let us 
never make the pulpit the place to 
vent our spleen, or indulge in person 

al invective; fer this is not preaching 
the gospel, and savors not of the spirit 
of Christ. Let us manifest, in our 
public ministrations and private 
walk, that we reverence and fear 
God, and love the souls of men; and 
that this only induces us to preach 
the offensive doctrines of the cross, 
well knowing it is the means by 
which God operates in the conversion 
and sanctification of his people. Let 
us not dwell continually on a few 
points, which are most objectionable 
to the natural heart, but let every doc- 
trine and duty of the gospel hold the 

same place in our  ministrations 

whieh they are found to occupy in the 

scriptures themselves. Let us not, 

by a morose, bigotted, uncharitable, 

and untender conduct, or by indulg- 

ing in harsh and hard expressions, 
which are more calculated to irritate 

than to enlighten, render the offence 

of the cross more offensive. Yet, if 
the plain, sacred truth of God gives 
offence, let it offend. But, let it ap- 

pear that the controversy is not be- 

tween the preacher and the people, 

but that they are contending with the 

Almighty. 

Brethren, be ye not ashamed of the 
offence of the cross, for it will never 
cease; but rally round its standard, 
and be steadfast in its support. Put 
on the whole armor of God, and con-__ 
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tend earnestly for the faith once de- | was more fashionable than it is at thig 
livered to the saints: and “train the || day, now warm Unitarians, and con- 
sacramental host of God’s elect’ to | sider, also, the enmity of the carnal 
stand fast in the truth as it is in Christ, |} mind to God and his truth, we need 
and not be blown about by every wind || not be surprised to see Soeinianism 
of doctrine. Be not deceived with || extend and increase. It is the part 
the syren songof charity, charity, \\ of wisdom in us to be prepared to 
‘charin the charmer ever so sweetly.’ || meet it; and, instead of spending our 
For if you once yield or recede from || strength in magnifying and combatting 
the truth of the gospel, and will be || the non-essentials of religion, in which 
consisient with yourselves, there is no || we differ, and thus injuring the influ- 
resting place for the sole of your foot, || ence and usefulness of each other, 
until you fellowship errorists of every || let us unite our efforts, in support of 
name; for the same song is harped || the common cause of truth against er- 
continually, by Arminians and Arians, || ror and the powers of darkness, and 
Unitarians, and Universalists, and || let our only strife be who shall be 
even Deists. ‘The charity of the gus- || most devoted to the cause of Christ, 
pel does not require us to believe that || and most successful in turning sinners 
it is a matter of indifference whether |} from darkness to light, and the power 
a man embrace and preach error or || of Satan unto God.— AMEN. 
truth. The apostle says, “If we, or =e 
an angel from heaven, preach any For the Utica Christian Repository. 
other gospel unto you, than that we i aeeance 0, $ 
have preached, and ye have received, eee 
let him be accursed.” The charity || Messrs. Errors: 
of the gospel requires us, to bear our || _ 49 your number for September, 
testimony in favor of the truth, and ‘there is an exposition of Rom. 9. 3, 
to which I do not give my assent; 


against error; to pray God to enlighten 
those who err from the truth, and con- } 2° my reasons are inserted below, 
and in a few lines only. 


vert the unconverted. ; 
Brethren, be of one heart and one The argument stated by J. T. B.is, 
that Paul was willing to go to hell to 


mind, endeavoring to keep the unity . , 
of the spirit in the bonds of peace. || 8*V¢ the Jewish nation, therefore every 
christian is willing to go to hell to 


Why should there be divisions and ; 
dissensions among those who hold one || S@V€ one or more. It is agreed that 
there can be no religion where disin- 


common faith, and are agreed in all 
the fundamental principles of religion, || terested benevolence does not prevail; 
or, where a less good is not sacrificed 


about forms and modes of worship 
and government; or the non-essentials for a greater. And who does not see 
this spirit in all the occurrences of 


of religion? Let us learn wisdom in 
this respect, from those who ever op- human life? How often does my 
neighbor put himself to inconvenien- 


pose the truth. Although you see : 
them marshalled under different ban- || C&S to promote my happiness? A 
ship is foundered at sea; there are on 


ners, they have little or no controver- 
board twenty-one men;—twenty of 


sy among themselves; but all attack ——~e 8 
with violence and virulence, the doc- whom, as she is sinking, betake them- 
selves to the hoat;—the one on board 


trines which are called Calvinistic, 
and which we believe to be substan- || the wreck exclaims—Should I throw 
myself into the boat, I fear it would 


tially the truth as it in Christ. We || ™ 
see the harmony that prevails hetween | sink us all; make your escape to the 





errorists of different names, and the | Shore; the ship will soon go down, but 
common cause they make against or- I hope in God’s mercy.” A mis 
thodoxy; and when we behold those | 
who were infidels, while infidelity | 


sionary, bound to the Indies, addres- 
ses his friends thus: “My country, my 
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Exposition of Romans 9. 3. 


advantages, my connexions, are dear | 


to me—but cheerfully do I bid them 
a final farewell, and give myself to 
the heathen.” These are acts of dis- 
interested benevolence. 1 shall not 
mention another, for this reason—my 
readers will anticipate an hundred, 
before I can pen one. ‘These acts of 
benevolence are rational, scriptural, 
respect temporal life, or the body 
only. Inthe possession of these sen- 
timents, the christian, if occasion re- 
quires, lays down his life for his breth- 
ren. So far we agree—that in which 
we disagree, respects the soul, or suf- 
fering in hell ferever. 

It is the express command of God, 
without any condition, for all men to 
repent and believe the gospel. He, 
who believeth, shall be saved—he that 
believeth not shall be damned. Thus 
far we agree;—here, then, is the turn- 
ing point in what this belief consists. 
J. T. B. says “That such a de- 
gree of benevolence the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ requires of every one;” that 
is, in order to be a christian, such an 
one must be willing to go to hell, like 
Paul, Moses, and others, to save those 
who are liable to be lost. Here we 
separate. Paul was willing to suffer 
the loss of body or any temporal 
good, if this would be the means of 
procuring the salvation of his coun- 
trymen. This was disinterested be- 
nevolence in the extreme. Such is 
the disposition of every christian. 

I will state a case. A person ap- 
plies to the church for admission to 
sealing ordinances; he is asked among 
other questions, if his heart is renew- 
ed? if he is born of God? if he pos- 
sess the temper of heaven?—to which 
he replies in the affirmative. He is 
then asked if he possess the temper to 
goto hell on any condition, to save 
those who are liable to be lost?—his 
answer is—‘Should God send me to 
hell for my-sins, it would be just; but 
I cannot give my consent to go to hell, 
as I believe it is no where required; 
beside, I have just said that I possess 
the temper of heaven, which is an in- 
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heaven. I cannot possess the willing. 
ness or the ¢emper of going to hell, 
without the heart or the temper of the 
damned; to say that I will hold my- 
self in readiness to enter into hell, 
there to blaspheme the name of God 
forever, and not now to possess the 
temper to blaspheme the Almighty, 
is a contradiction; that is—I cannet 
have these different tempers at one and 
the same time.” The case of a sec- 
ond applicant, and, who, in answer to 
the questions which were put to the 
Jirst, relative to his belief in the Sav- 
ior, replies, also, in the affirmative. 
The question is then put to him, as to 
the other, if he is willing to go to hell? 
his answer is ‘‘Yes;”—believing this 
to be the disposition, the temper of 
Paul. You have the temper of hea- 
ven, have you not? “Yes.” You are 
willing to go to hell? “Yes.” When? 
“The next minute.” So it is—you 
are willing the next moment to begin 
your hell, to blaspheme the name of 
God forever and ever; and still you 
possess the temper of heaven. The 
writer of this article will not here pro- 
nounce; but he knows the christiar 
world will judge. If 1 consent to be 
forever miserable, it is to be nothing 
more or less than to be an enemy to 
God, which is unscriptural. In reply 
to this, J. T. B. says, “It is not so 
undesirable that one man sbould for- 
ever be an enemy to God, as that 
many thousands should remain his 
eternal enemies.” “If it were desir- 
able that Paul should love God for- 
ever, it was more desirable that the 
thousands of Israel should do the 
same,” &c. Question. Suppose the 
happiness of all the myriads of hea- 
ven were to be suspended on the con- 
dition that one of them should consent 
to be forever wretched; would it not 
be disinterested benevolence for that 
one cheerfully to submit to eternal 
punishment? . This, however, is not, 
nor ever will be, required. Whether 
this question is not as proper as that 
of J. T. B., I will not say—but the 
christian world will judge. And 


dispensable requisite to enter into | where is the difference between ask- 
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ing a christian this question, and an 
angel? A christian is an heir, a son 
of God; and the promise of Christ is— 
he shall never perish. 
quotation of Dr. Whitby; and, I 
should advise the reader to look at 


the explanation over it, on these | 


verses, by Dr. Scott. Whitby says, 
“TI could even wish, ‘if it were prop- 


er’ to make such a wish:” these words, || 
“if it were proper,” it seems are not | 


Whitby’s, but what he supposes to be 
the words of Paul himself—Thus, 
says Paul, “if it were proper,” 1 
could wish such a wish; and “if it 
were proper,” thousands could do 
the same. 


I will state one more question. The | 


writer of this article has said, To be 
willing to go to heaven, is to possess 
the temper of heaven; to be willing to 
go to hell, is to possess the teniper of 
hell. If any one is thus willing to go 
to hell, it is as proper for him to say, 
Iam as ready to begin my blasphe- 
mies to-day, as at a future hour; and 
such an one is really met in the high- 
way, not only with his imprecations, 
but with a bloody dagger—stabbing 
to the heart every one he meets, and 
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CIRCULAR. 


of Geneva, to the Presby. 
teries and Churches under theiy 
care. 


DEAR BRETHREN—You will per. 
ceive by the ‘*Narrative of the state of 
religion”? within our bounds, given in at 
our present session, that the Synod has 
cause to be deeply solicitous about your 
present state. While they hear of the 
few interesting revivals which have oc. 
curred witbin the last year in our church. 
es, with a grateful sense of the mercy 
and forbearance of God; they are alarm. 
ed at that deep and settled spiritual 
sleep, which hasso extensively suspend. 
ed Christian interest and Christian ex. 
ertion. They are indeed gratified to 
learn, that peace and harmony so gene- 
rally prevailed in the churches; but that 
gratification is diminished, by the fear 
that these may in part arise from indiffer. 
ence, which says, ‘*fhe Lord will not 
| do geod, neither will he do evil:” an in. 

diiltérence, loathsome to God, and which 
he will punish. Could they believe, 
from the facts before them, that they 
| might be mistaken on this subject, it 
| would give some relief to the gloom 





|| with which they are oppressed. But they 


are constrained to believe, that the 
churches are, to a great extent ina luke- 
warm state. O think, Brethren, how o- 


has no other apology for his fiend-like || dious to the Saviour such a spirit is— 


conduct, than that he is willing to go 
to hell to save others? 


world will determine. The truth for 


a season may be hid behind the cloud, || 
but it will eventually shine, nor can |) 


you any more prevent it, than you 
can put out the light of the sun, with 
a puff of wind, or with a volley of 
small arms. [I will not here proclaim 


that neither Paul, Moses, David, or | 
any other man that ever lived, could | 
be willing to suffer the wrath of Al-| 


mighty God forever, upon any condi- 
tion whatever; but Ido say, as my 
belief, that no man, in the possession 
of his reason, can express himself thus 
deliberately, sincerely, feelingly, and 
continue to breathe the vital air for 


five minutes. PHILO. 


I will not say | 
that this is correct,—but the christian || 











He would we were cold or hot. He can- 
not view with complacency those, who, 
redeemed with his blood, lose their in- 
| terest in his person and cause. Would 
| you know the feelings of the Saviour to- 
ward such a spirit, read it in the cloud of 
vengeance which has so long settled and 
rested upon Laodicea. Fear, lest the 
awful curse which blighted the figtree, 
light upon you: ‘‘Let no fruit grow on 
| thee henceforth forever.” 


Dear Brethren, is it not time to awake 
out of sleep? Look tothe rock whence 
you were hewn, and to the whole of the 
pit whence you were digged; think of 
| the wormwood and the gall of that tre- 
| mendous hour, when you realized your 
| vileness, your. guilt, the justice of God in 
| your condemnation, and were brought to 
| despair of salvation from an arm of flesh. 
| Who drew you from the pit? Who loos- 
| ed you from the snare, and established 
| your geings? Shall the love of Christ, 
_ who wrought out the means of your res- 
cue by his own blood; who subdued 
your hearts unto himself; who has borne 
you on his hand, and supplied your eve 
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Circular of the Synod of Geneve. 


ry want; and who has pledged himself 
to guide you to life, eternal life! shall 
his glory awaken so little concern?— 
Dear Brethren, awake! awake from this 
long sleep of death! If the mercies of 
God,the love of Christ do net rouse you, 
think, O think of your fellow men!— 
Wherever you turn your eyes the dead 
are there: the dead in trespasses and sins. 
And shall they rise no more! Is there 
no voice that can wake them to holiness 
and life? Yes; the Redeemer can speak 
the word, and they shall live. But for 
this he will be inguired of by the house 
of Israel to do it for them, LHive then, 
Brethren, live at the throne of grace, 
and God, our God, shall bless us. The 
animating scenes of other days will a- 
gain return, and our hearts shall be 
gladdened with the tidings of. souls re- 
newed,and sins forgiven. Once more we 
say, be much in prayer. And when an- 
other year shall have passed away, if we 


are spared to meet again in Synod, we || 


may expect to hear much of the Redeem- 
er’s glory in the building up of Zion. 
There are many other subjects, Breth- 
ren, on which we could wish to address 
you; but we shall at present confine 
our attention to one—the Sabbath of the 
Lord From the accounts we have receiv- 
ed, we are painfully constrained to be- 
lieve, that there has been a growing in- 
attention to the strictness of that conse- 
crated day, not only on the part of the 
world, but, in some measure, of the 
church. Believing, as we do, that the 
Sabbath is a divine institution, of perpet- 
ual obligation; that the observance of it 
is essential to the very existence of pure 
religion; that its appointment, next to 
the redemption of the world by Jesus 
Christ, is perhaps God’s richest gift to 
man; you will not be surprised to learn, 
that we tremble at the existence of any 
laxness on this subject, and shrink 
from the responsibility of Suusayns it to 
proceed without giving the alarm,— 
God knew our alliance with the world, 
how constantly sensible objects are 
presented before us, how entirely they 


engross our minds, and in tenderness | 


and pity interposed the Sabbath to break 
1a upon our worldly employments, to 
take off our minds from them, and 
direct them to the realities of the un- 
seen world. Shall we, then, tm defi- 
ance of God, and unmoved by his mer- 
cy, sacrilegiously appropriate that sea- 
son which God has consecrated to him- 
self and our salvation, to our temporal 
concerns? In this way, our pursuit of 
death and hell will be indeed unbroken; 


f 
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but the abused mercy of God will be 
the bitterest ingredient in our future 
cup of woe. 


Dear Brethren, ‘‘Remember the Sab- 
bath day to keep it holy ” Be watch- 
ful over yourselves. Let no temptation 
| induce you to depart in the least from a. 
| strict observance of the Sabbath and its 
| On this subject, 
| be careful to avoid even the appear- 
ance of evil. Let no desire of gain in- 
|} duce you to engage in business, by 
| which you or others shall violate the sa- 
| credness of the day. From such allian- 
ces withdraw yourselves. 
| 
| 





We especially require the Presbyte- 
ries and Sessions under our care, to be 
watchful on this subject, over their 
brethren in the Lord. Let no worldly 
considerations induce you to neglect 
yeur duty in the exercise of the salutary 
. discipline of God’s house. 
| After the most mature deliberation, 
| Synod have resoived to require you 
| particularly to commence processagainst 
' 
\ 
| 


cd] persons under their care, who, by 
|| their connexion in business with stage 
| and packet proprietors, forwarding com- 
|| panies, or turnpike corporations, their 
| labers in the field, to secure the fruits 
| of the earth, their travelling in public o; 
| private conveyances on the land or wa- 
| ter, do by themselves, their agents or 
|| servants countenance the violation of 


| this sacred day. By your example as 
ndividuals and officers in the Church, 





by the interest you shall manifest on 
| this subject, and by your prayers, we 
|| hope to see this great and growing 
evil removed. 


Finally, Brethren, farewell. May 
your joy abound, your usefulness in- 
crease, and may the grace of the Lord 


Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 


Resolved, That the Committee pro- 
cure the printing of the above Circular 
in the ‘*Utica Repositery,”’ the ‘‘ West- 
ern Recorder,” the ‘‘New-York Obser- 


ver,’ and other newspapers within the 
bounds of Synod. 


Resolved, also, That the Committee 
precure the printing of the above ina 
separate sheet, and send it to all the 
Churches, and that the Ministers, Elders, 
or Deacons of the several Congregations 
¥ the bounds of the Synod, be 





directed to cause the same to be read in 
their respective Churches. 


STEPHEN PORTER, Moderator 
Homer, Oct. 7, 1824. 


; 
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Narrative of the State of Religion within 
the bounds of the Synod of Albany, pre- 
sented at Utica, Oct. A. D. 1824. 


The members of the Synod of Alba- 
ny, desire to remember, with devout as- 
eriptions of praise to the God of their fa- 
thers, the goodness and mercy which 
have followed them from the beginning 
of their existence asa distinct branch of 
the Church of Christ to the present time. 
His sparing mercy in preserving the lives 
of our members almost entire during an- 
other year, deserved to be mentioned, 
as a peculiarly interesting fact. Only 
one clergyman* belongiug to this body, 
has been removed from his labors by 
death, since the last stated meeting 
of the Synod. With this single excep- 
tion, the members still live to record, 
with renewed expressions of gratitude, 
that the lines have fallen to them in 
pleasant places. They have a goodly her- 
itage. The land which they inhabit en- 
joys all that the best agricultural and mer- 
cantileadvantages, under a free govern- 
ment, can confer, and is numerously peo- 
pled and still peopling with immortal 
souls, enjoying the richest means of in- 
tellectual culture and moral improvement 
—making it on the whole a most interest- 
wng and delightful field of Christian en- 
terprize and labor. 

In addition to the above-named bless- 
ings, God has not withheid from this sec- 
tion of country, his Holy Spirit; but has 
acknowledged it as a portion of his own 
vineyard by planting his churches in the 
midst of it, and scattering over the face of 
it the sacred treasure of his word, and by 
visiting various portions of it in succes- 
sion, with powerful displays of his mer- 


ey, while his grace has distilled like the | 


dew upon all our borders. These are 
the experience of years that have gone 
by,—expressions of the divine favor for 
which others have praised him, and in 
which we also, are still permitted to re- 
cognize the mighty hand of God. 
Assembled on such ground as this,the 
Synod are constrained by the love of 
God, to exhort and provoke one anoth- 
er, by every motive which the interests 
of holiness and of heaven can furnish, to 
use all diligence in building up, as co- 
workers with God, this important and in- 
teresting part of the walls of Zion. Hav- 
ing been therefore permitted, by a kind 


providence to assemble for the service of || 


Christ, and having listened with deep 
attention to a narrative of the present 
state of religion within their bounds, 
from the Pastors and Elders assembled, 


*The Rev. Edward W. Rossiter, of the Presbytery 
of Troy, departed this life, on the 18th of April last. 


Narrative of the Synod of Albany. 





the Synod feel themselves called on to 
| communicate the same to the churches 
under their care. And let every reader 
be entreated to lift up his soul to God 
in prayer,that his heart may not die with. 
'in him while he is led to view the spirit. 
j ual desolations which pervade a large 
| portion of this Synodical territory. Let 
|, every professed Christian within these 
| bounds, call himself to a solemn account 
| before God, while he peruses the fol- 
| lowing statement of facts, and inquire of 
| his own soul, the reason of that spirit 
'of slumber which has come over the 
| churches, and locked up, in a great 
measure, the spiritual energies of this 
| whole ecclesiastical body. Let every 
| minister, and every elder, and every 
christian, ask at the bar of conscience, 
in the light of Ged’s word, whether, if 
| he had prayed more fervently, reproved 
| and exhorted with more earnestness, liv- 
'ed more piously, and labored more as- 
| siduously in his appropriate sphere, the 
| Great Head of the church would not 
: have answered these exertions with a 
| blessing. Yet the watchmen upon these 
| walls, from looking over the whole field, 
| have been able to discern no such gen- 
| eral effect. ‘They appeal, therefore to 
| their brethren and to their own souls, 
' to search for the cause, and to seek its 
remedy by the means of Christ’s own ap- 
pointment. 


The evils which they lament, and in 
‘the view of which they desire to be 
humbled before God, are the general 
| coldness and indifference which appears 
| to pervade a majority of the churches of 
|this body. The form of godliness is as- 
‘sumed. There are many that say, The 
| temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, 
|arewe. But where are the mourners? It 
is borne to the Synod from all her Pres- 
| byteries, that too much indifference and 
'lukewarmness prevails among professors 
| of religion, that even the members of 
_our churches are not all punctual to at- 
tend upon the instituted ordinances of 
the gospel, that the Sabbath, the de- 
| light of the pious, and ‘*the holy of the 
'Lord,” is not suitably regarded, and 
that in some instances, the professed 
| friends of Christ have profaned this day 
| of sacred rest,by unnecessary travelling, 
‘or permitting themselves to be borne 
| through the country in stages, and pub- 
lie conveyances. The Synod feel it their 


ee 





duty to bear testimony against this un- 
‘hallowed practice, and do earnestly en- 
| join it on their Presbyteries to use every 
| means in their power to secure the sanc- 
tification of the Christian Sabbath by all 
their churches, 
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Narrative of the Synod of Albnay. 


While these evils, to some extent, 
are to be deplored in the churches, the 
Synod would call upon all who love the 
ways of Zion, to weep over the state of 
society. In many of our congregatiens, 
‘‘where churches meet to praise and 
pray,”’ particularly in those which he 
contiguous to the Western and Northern 
canals, the Sabbath is prefaned to an 
alarming degree, while the crying sins 
of intemperance and profaneness are 
spreading their pestilential influence 
through all the pores of Society, and 
blasting the fairest promise of the land. 

Such are some of the abominations of 
both the church and the people over 
which the Synod desire to ‘*‘weep with 
them that weep,” and pray with them 
that pray; while in view of the things 
which remain and are strengthened, 
they ‘‘rejoice with them that do re- 
joice.” They record with devout 
thanksgiving, that in most of the 
churches under their care, there has, 
during the past year, been no visible 


decrease of attention, to the ordinances 


of God’s heuse, that the gospel is preach- 
ed with faithfulness, and heard with at- 
tention, that in some of their congrega- 
tions, the Sabbath has been more strict- 
ly observed than formerly; that in a ma- 
jority of the churches, Sabbath Schools, 
Bible classes, and catechetieal instruc- 
tion, in some form, have been support- 
ed with success; that the Monthly Con- 
cert of prayer has been generally at- 


tended and collections taken up for | 


Missionary purposes, and other charit- 
able institutions have also been patron- 
ized by many in almost all the churches. 

‘‘The New York State Tract Society,” 
formed at Albany in February last, de- 
serves to be particularly mentioned, as 
promising great good to this section of 
the church. It has already done much 
—has sent its circulars to every portion 
of the State, and is publishing large 
supplies of the best Tracts for distribu- 
tion. The Synod do most cordially re- 
commend this Society to the patronage 
of all their congregations, as, in their 
Opinion, one of the most effective instru- 
ments, with the divine blessing, of dis- 
pensing spiritual mercies to the poor, 
and of conveying the living truth of Je- 
sus to the haunts of ignorance and vice. 

The Synod have yet to say, for the 
encouragement of the churches, that, 
although their territory has, in some 
respects, assumed the aspect ef an un- 
fruitful field, yet some happy places are 
Seen, where have descended, and still 
continue to descend, the special influ- 
€nces of the Divine Spirit. There are 


, ome verdant spots, where have grown, 
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and are now ripening, the fruits of he- 
liness. 

Passing over several congregations, 
where appearances are said to be favor- 
able, and where the hopes and prayers 
of God’s people are unusually excited, 
and the ways of Zion are made to re- 
joice; the Synod would notice with pe- 
culiar satisfaction, the following Revi- 
vals of religion: In Orleans, Antwerp, 
Alexandria, Leyden, Leray, and Low- 
ville Square, in the Presbytery of St. 
Lawrence, God has manifestly come 
forth in his power, levelling the high 
places of Satan, and leading captivity 
captive. In the latter place, seventy- 
three have been added to the church; 
and the work is still progressing. And 
here we cannot refrain from mentioning, 
for the encouragement of Sabbatli 
Schools, and their Teachers, that tweuty 
scholars,* and one of the Teachers in 
the school at Lowville, are among those 
who, in the judgment of charity, are 
born into the kingdom of Christ. 

Moreau and Saratoga, in the Presby- 
'tery of Albany, and Kingsbury and 


| Queensbury, in the Presbytery of Troy, 


have been highly distinguished with 
spiritual blessings; and hundreds in 
these places, within the last year, have 
given evidence of that hope which mak- 
eth not ashamed. In Salem, also,. in 
the last named Presbytery, there has 
been a still more recent and equally 
powerful display of divine grace. The 
work commenced in the month of March 
last; since which time, one hundred 
and seventy-eight have been added to 
the Presbyterian church in that place, 
while many have joined other commun- 
ions. This Revival has been exceed- 
ingly interesting in its character, and 
glorious in its results, 

These are among the special witness- 
es to this body, that God has not forsak- 
en this portion of his own Israel; and 
the Synod regard them as a sure pledge 
to the churches, that, if they faithfully 
wrestle with the Angel of the covenant, 
he will send them down a blessing till 
there shall be no more room to receive 
it. 

The Synod, therefore, beseech the 
churches within their bounds, and every 
christian to be faithful, Let them look 
over the desolations that remain, and be 
humble; let them contemplate the 
shortness of time, and the worth of 
souls; and put their hands, with all their 
might, to the work of the Lord. Soon 
shall the dominion, and the greatness of 
the dominion under tne whole heaven, 


*We have recently learnt that the number of 
scholars is 45, 
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be given to the people of the saints of 
the most high God—the countless 
streams of benevolence, which are now 
finding their origin in the bosoms of 
the pious all over the world, shall meet 
in one channel, and become a broad 
river, sweeping away every refuge of 
lies, and floating down on its surface, 
salvation to the ends of the earth.—And 
the Synod say, and let all the churches 
say, to thy name, O Lord, be all the glory. 
ABSALOM PETERS, 
AARON PUTNAM, 
By order of the Synod. 
(Attest.) JOHN CHESTER, 
Stated Clerk. 
—-e@eu- 
FACTS COLLECTED FROM THE 
MISSIONARY HERALD FOR NOV. 
Bombay.—A letter from the missiona- 
ries at this station, dated Jan. 6, 1824, 


states that since they last wrote, they 
had printed an edition of John’s Gos- 


¢ Committee. 


Religious Intelligence:—Utica Missionary Depository. 


the moral! Thelatter is gloomy indeed, 
True, there are those who bear the name 
of priests;—but the Catholics perform 
their services in Latin, the Greeks in an- 
cient Greek, the Jews in Hebrew, and 
the Turks in Arabic: so that scarce. 
ly any ofthe hearers can understand 
sentence of whatis uttered. Moreover, 
these unfaithful stewards never in any 
instance visit the people of their charge, 
for the purpose of communicating in- 
struction and counsei.—On the 20th of 
February, Mr. Goodell met with the 
Rev. Samuel! Cooper, a Catholic priest, 

| from Philadelphia in the United States, 
who was going on a pilgrimage to Jeru- 
salem. 

Cherokees of the Arkancaw.—A letter 
from Mr. Finney, dated Dwight, June 
30, represents the schools and the cons 
cerns of the mission generally as encoura- 
ging and prosperovs. The parents of 
echolars are becoming more and more 
pleased with their remaining at the 


schools; and consequently a greater de. 
ee a a 9 ( | 3 , , 
pel comprising 2,500 7 and 3,500 | gree of improvement is observed. In 
copies of a tract containing forms ot 


7 some few instances, such an earnestness 
prayer, hymns, and the like. They | ’ 


were wishing to publish, as soon as prac- 
ticable, new editions of Genesis, Luke, 
Acts, Romans, and onward to the close 
of the new Testament. A printing of- 


fice had been completed on the vacant || 


ground adjoining the Chapel. The 
number of schools had increased to 26, 
containing 1,454 scholars, and were re 
ceiving the encouragement and patron- 
age of several English gentlemen, resi- 
dent at Bombay, among whom may be 
mentioned the Governor 

Palestine Mission.—Extracts from Mr. 
Goodell’s Journal extend from Feb. 10, 
to April 2, 1824. Walking on the ter- 
race of the College of Antoora, Mr. 
Goodell counted twelve convents situa. 
ted on the adjacent elevated peaks of 
the mountains. His feelings were strong- 
ly excited by the ringing of a bell (the 
only one he had heard in that country) 
which belonged to one of them; the 
sound of which, echoing sweetly amoug 
the mountains; recalled to his mind the 
churches, academies and colleges of 
New England.—The climate of Pales- 
tine in the month of February is ex- 
tremely unpleasant;—being little else 
than a constant succession of rains, at 
the temperature of from 50 to 60 degrees 
of Fahrenheit. March on the contrary, 
is a delightful month,—the sky being 
for the most part cloudless, and the face 
of nature clothed with-bloom and beau- 
ty. Oh, whata centrast, at such a sea- 


son, does the natural scenery form with |! 


to become acquainted with the Gospel 


|| has been manifested by individuals a 
|| mong the Cherokees at this station, that 


| they have willingly and patiently sat hour 
| after hour,to hear its solemn truths incuk 
| cated and explained. Atone time, Mr, 
Finney, was almost constantly employed 
in this way with five or six of them from 
Sabbath morning to 12 o’clock en Mon- 
day. 
<9tl0e— 
Utica Missionary Depository. 
Received for the A. B. C. F. M. from 
26th Sept., to 26th Oct. 


Pompey, West Hill, 3d Pres. church and cong. 
a box of clothing and other articles, by Rev. 
C. Powell, estimated at $ 54,29, 

Utica, Mon. con. S595 

Butternuts, Fem. miss. so. of 1st cong. church 11 02 
Mrs. Elizabeth Heslop, 12 1-2 yds. flannel, 
by Rev. H. P. Bogue, 

Smithfield, From miss. so. Elisha Carington 
Tr. 


a we 
3 $s 


Leyden, A dona. by Rev. Reuel Kimball, 

Sanger field, Mon. con. by Mr. Wm. F. Win- 
chell, 

a Patent, Mon. con. by Rev. Mr. Good- 
ell, 

Truxton, By J*** S***n*irs the west, 

Martinsburg, Mon. con. for Pal. miss. by Rev. 
David Kimball, 

Constantia, For Pal. miss. by. Constantius, 

Johnstown, Abner Leonard, 3; Philander He- 
cock, 1; Elihu Case, 1; A. McLean, 1; 

Clinton, By schols. in Miss N. Royce’s school, 

Pompey, A dona. from a lady, for Pal. miss, by 
Rev. T. Baldwin, 

Mexico, Mon, con. 4,68; char. so. 56cts. do. for 
Colonization Society, 2.66; 

Do. A bundle of clothing, for the A. B. C. F. 
M., estimated at 8,62. 


a7 
_ 
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$s 838 3 


———— 


Amount of Cash, $75 8 
ABIJAH THOMAS, Agen& 
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for the aie a Hostel aii ‘ Sari eter vari fation fo | 
ae ester: District, -Atyis sold be ‘Booksellers general yt wit | 
tor. them: at $6: Y hundred. "Pract. ocictes tosabed 


‘patronag ‘wok er netie given to: the: Chest A ack, of whiel 
6,000 copiés have been citculated in: clic, Oat ge he Rees 
‘Comatnittee have? folind that. the work is more indie eevetelis tap. havi g fall. 
calendar patess. and they-are indebted to Mr. Willard Pisher, of Franklin, Mass. 
for the accuracy ‘with which they, have been prepared. For. several bints in. ‘the’ or 
Farmer’s Calendar; they acknowledge their obligations fo the New England Far- 
mer, a ‘weekly newspaper published in. ‘Boston, and. the. American: Voud ‘pub. 
lished in. altinore; works whith ae be interesting add highly usefal'to the age 
dist Ee ve our country They have added an Ephemeris to what ‘a 
Jast ye ned in the calend: ges: and have omitted all predictions of ~ 
the’ weatl ; being sawilting to pee: on the Christian rbubhe, by pretending SOE 
foretell that of which all are a eae: i 
‘But it is not the. main design of this. work té furnish an Almanack’ of standard Sea 
character; the Committee hope it may be’ an instrument of promoting extensively 
the phe of the Gospél ahd the interests of tine religion. And.when. they con-* 
late each number as visiting fifty thousand fami es, and remaining a year Ae ae 
in hanes of t ‘parents and the ‘children, they hive 6. a. delightful anticipation: we 
pood which. will result in this world, and in eternity; and they are Sue eae 
heir efforis-to rend? it & ns of convey spiritual instruction, w by the - 
essing. of God, may Jake pinay wise rae aoe They have. endeavored 
0 adapt it fo the condition-of all classes of the commitinity; and. hope especially, ~~ 
by the wariety and interest which are introdaced, to. pain the : attention Cf the young... 
They commend the work to the frends of religion, and respectfully invite their 
ae oan that the nisin of Poe. Lame ae ae, is yao ; 


be F 
x 2 


“Scotts Family Bible. Poa) ake 
no hl This aise by Samuel T. Armstrong, 50, Cornh 
he _.thitd . Boston, and «ninth American’ edition, of SCOTT'S : 
- FAMILY BIBLE; in’ six volumes, ro royal. éctavo;’ with a Like- 
__APPss Of the «Author. © ‘Price 18 dollars:in boards, 21 dollars: ML © 
| oe ;and.27 dollars in calf, aig! 
Also in press, the same work, printed With. stereotype. ‘The ; 
dype edition will haye all the. Marginal References, and: be 
twise fall and complete; being ee ne the London: 6 . 
e : on; ee acho hig VC royal octavo, a 
ids 2 h:do eep 2a ‘dollars, in "call Wii | Vol. , 
mes Saee Gesick a comprise the New’ Testament J are: ‘now a 
dy for delivery. ‘The “Testament is in. process, “Abed it is 
a be: coped in about eight months. 
; rk may be Bookstor 1 Seed, 0, ares, Chicky 
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») work shouldbe’ kept up, and: “extensively, cireulated. in this iets : ire 


; x | -~ and publishing. phrreticoeantinn ‘the soul-bumbhng truths of the Cape 3 


_” the ‘close ‘of the year, will ‘be considered’ as ‘subscribers: forthe ensiing year. i 





ee ee ae ipods is $0 well kuown whe 
_ eircalated, that, it would be ‘wnnecessary to define ‘it: e pre 
. .wolunte, were it not for those: who have never pe psed its. pages.” . 
. however to.remark, that it'has hitherto been; aud i ig! ‘still to be-the bang 
19F the work,):to. elucidate and “defend the peculiar and findamental truth 
“Gospel, and ‘show their practical influence \ob the hearts ‘atid, lives of chsh 
In this day of diversity of opinion on veligions | it Seems to’ ‘be ¢3 


portant to the advancement and purity ‘of theologic ‘science, that a sath ie 










| commmnications, containin eee * 
ree. discussions on’ thedlogica ‘babyects, <P ? 


i. 

is 

iE 
should be chiefly devoted to 0} it Mis 
itions of ‘seriptare, and 
there has not been a: period sinee thé sixteehth Gentury, when’ it was 60 seCessary 
and important: to call’ in the aid of eason in’ test defence of the Chrristiao reli 


as the present. Errorists are not: satisfied at ‘the present day with merely in 


ny 











ode tS 
| the minds:of the with, prejudice apaheniSell. but even the inspitaiomm 4, . 
aed authority of: the: Bible itself is assailed by: imahy.’,, Nor, do’ they “Stop fi oo 
Whe uatility and importance of benevolent exertions to send’ the Gospel to. others | 
galled in question’ too," Hence the importance’ of using collateral evidence, a 
_of shewing the deplorable’ state of mankind by flature, the necessity Of ara dic 
.@hange of heart, and the nature, importance, and practical tendency. of the pe cilia 
-\ truths ..of revealed religion: A’ féw pages of the Repository. will be’ ae One 
». the most interesting notices of intelligence. We avail ourselves of this opporti it “ 
to present our thanks'to those Gendlemen who have contributed. to the pages. oft i : 
, Repository, whether theit commanications ‘have, in every ‘instance, abd’ in Wy. 


























* respects corresponded with our views or not, since it is the design. of cht Kast 
to admit) free inquiry on “religious subjects, And ‘we’ wish to: renew our re que Bien 


to “Ministers of the Gospel, and other literary, ‘Gentlemen, ‘to forward for. inse a 


tion, the résult: of their inquiries, into:the various truths and duties of Christianit Vy, + 
We wish also to present our thanks :o Agents. and other Gentlemen, who hayes 


sontributed in aay fapner.to'the vitulation of the PAT, and to solicit 8 “sa 
continuance of. their patronage ‘and countenance... * a ie 


_- When the multiplicity of new: publications: ofa *naieious tharworer 4 is taken im 
eonsideration, .we have*na:reason to ‘be discouraged: ‘the support the Reposite 
has received has been see ice we * gaake desire oo EE cirtubstionia 
ee, | THE EDITORS 

September, 1824. elt re Hee eae a che a ed 
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“ coxmoniens, Tee a 
| The work’ wih prt in “monthly numbers of 32 Bea! pages, ou good pip Abingt 
© with fair type, and:stitehed. in ‘printed covers. Twelve numbers will form a volun 
\\ The price. to sabseribers ‘will. be 1,50, if paid. in,adyanee, or Fee tints 
: delivery of the sixth number, - ‘To Agents who become responsible i the nou nv fi ae 
of subscribers they obtain, 12% per vent. will be given. i) Bi... 
No subscription will. be-received: fora’ Iss tern than bie years. ‘bed those " Ki, 
donot request’ their ‘ames’ stricken from, the ‘Sibseription fist one, mont; beams 





“Phe net. profits derived from ‘the’ publication’: of, this work, will be given equ 
vee i paces vee and Ens Aa eee 
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